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Deron Bilous (right) with Alberta Premier-elect Rachel Notley 


NDP crushes 
Tory dynasty 
in historic vote 


Bilous honoured to serve as link 
with new Alberta government 


By Marco Levytsky 
Re-elected NDP MLA Deron 
Bilous says he will be honoured to 
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serve as а link between the new Al- 
berta government and the Ukrain- 
jan community. 

Bilous, who was only one of four 
incumbent New Democrat MLAs 
heading into the May 5 general 
election which saw the NDP surge 
to a majority government crashing 
down a 44-year-old Progressive 
Conservative dynasty in the pro- 
cess, told Ukrainian News he has 
always tried to be true to his roots 
and in touch with his culture. 

“This historic upset... means 
that there is a lot of learning that 
is going to go on but there are a 
lot of relationships that need to be 
cultivated and built on. But it’s an 
exciting time. I think and hope that 
members of the Ukrainian com- 
munity will look at this as an op- 
portunity to get to know some new 
faces,” he said. 

Bilous appears to be the only 
MLA of Ukrainian origin elected 
to the next legislature in which 71 
out of 87 will be newcomers. 

Unofficial results show the NDP 
with 53 seats, compared with the 
Official Opposition Wildrose at 21, 
the PCs at 10, both the Liberals and 
the Alberta Party at one each with 
one riding (Calgary-Glenmore) un- 
decided due to an exact tie between 
both the NDP and PC candidates. 

Several constituencies were won 
by very close margins which may 
change with recounts. 

As well one constituency — out- 
going Premier Jim Prentice’s — 
will be vacant as he announced on 
election night that he is resigning 
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Commander of the National Guard of Ukraine 


Alexander announces humanitarian, 
delivers military aid for Ukraine 


(UkrNews)--Chris Alexander, 
Canada’s Citizenship and Immi- 
gration Minister, visited Dniprope- 
trovsk and Kyiv between April 26 
and 28, 2015, to reaffirm Canada’s 
support of a democratic and sover- 
eign Ukraine. 

Upon arrival in Dnipropetrovsk, 
the Minister visited the Jewish 
Cultural Centre and Holocaust 
Museum. This space is home to 
the Institute for Jewish Culture in 
Ukraine. 

That same day, Minister Alex- 
ander visited the International 
Organization for Migration dis- 
tribution centre to announce that 
humanitarian assistance funding 
of $15 million will be provided to 
respond to the immediate needs of 
crisis-affected Ukrainians. This as- 
sistance includes access to clean 
water, shelter and health, hygiene 
and protection services. See more 
on page 3. 

“The Ukrainian people have 
been suffering from the invasion 
of their homeland and the ensur- 
ing armed conflict, leaving many 
of the highly vulnerable. Canada’s 
support will help ensure that life- 
saving humanitarian assistance is 
provided to those who live in the 
most affected regions of Ukraine,” 
he stated. 

During the announcement, Alex- 
ander met with an inspiring local 
woman who donated a full bag of 
clothing and shoes to help those in 
need, 

Alexander also visited Command 
Centre East and met with local 
Ukrainian armed forces. In August 
2014, Canada provided non-lethal 
military supplies to Ukraine, in- 


cluding a range of targeted protec- 
tion, medical and logistical equip- 
ment such as 7,000 helmets, 30,000 
sets of ballistic eyewear, 2,300 pro- 
tective vests, 300 first aid kits, 100 
tents, and 735 sleeping bags. The 
Minister was pleased to see a few 
of the 300 first aid kits provided to 
the Ukrainian forces. 

On April 28, Alexander arrived 
in Kyiy to attend the International 
Support for Ukraine Conference. 
President of Ukraine, Petro Poro- 
shenko, delivered a keynote speech 
highlighting the strong support of 
international partners, including 


Canada, in Ukraine’s fight for free- 
dom and democracy. 

During the Conference, Alex- 
ander announced the Canadian 
contribution of $19 million to 
support municipal democracy and 
economic development in Ukraine. 


we 
Igor Shchupak (right), director of the 
gives Minister Alexander a tour. 


In partnership with the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities, this 
funding is aimed at promoting ef- 
fective democratic governance and 
economic development at the local 
level in four different regions in 
Ukraine. 

“Today’s announcement  ге- 
affirms Canada’s commitment to 
building sound public institutions 
and supporting long-term econom- 
ic prosperity for the well-being 
of the Ukrainian people. Canada 
remains a world leader in help- 
ing to promote democratic values 
and stimulate economic growth in 
Ukraine,” he said. 

“This initiative will help institu- 
tionalize democracy at the munici- 
pal level and will assist the people 
of Ukraine to fully realize their 
democratic rights and responsibil- 
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Jewish Museum in Dnipropetrovsk, 
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UCSS - a non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
» counselling and advice 
* information, referral 
« translation and interpretation 
* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
* parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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(Радіо Свобода) -Конфлікт 
довкола «Правого сектору» ви- 
черпано: підрозділ повністю 
увійшов до складу Збройних 
сил, заявляє Адміністрація пре- 
зидента України. В доброволь- 
чому корпусі кажуть: отримали 
словесні запевнення від Петра 
Порошенка у тому, що ДУК не 
будуть роззброювати, а армійські 
підрозділи відведуть від його 
бази, й у «Правому секторі» че- 
кають на офіційну заяву з цього 
приводу від глави держави. 

Заступник голови 
Адміністрації президента Андрій 
Таранов, виступаючи перед 
активістами «Правого сектору», 
що пікетували Адміністрацію 
президента, заявив, що питан- 
ня про добровільне входжен- 
ня ДУК «Правий сектор» до 
Збройних сил України окремим 
підрозділом вже вирішене. 

За його словами, народний де- 
путат, лідер «Правого сектору» 
Дмитро Ярош 29 квітня обгово- 
рив ситуацію, що склалася, з гла- 
вою СБУ Валентином Наливай- 
ченком і проводить переговори 
з першим заступником керівника 
Генерального штабу Сергієм 
Бессарабом. 

Представники «Правого сек- 
тору» заявили, що президент 
України Петро Порошенко за- 
певнив Дмитра Яроша, що 
підрозділи ЗСУ будуть відведені 
від бази «Правого сектору» в 
Дніпропетровській області. 

Член центрального про- 
воду військово-політичного 
руху «Правий сектор» Андрій 
Бондаренко додав, що його 
політична сила очікує від прези- 
дента України Петра Порошен- 
ка публічного підтвердження 
інформації, що Добровольчий 
український корпус «Правий 
сектор» роззброювати не будуть. 

Раніше в Міністерстві оборо- 


_ ни заявили, що інформація про 


блокування підрозділами Зброй- 
них сил бази «Правого сектору» 
спрямована на підвищення гра- 
дусу напруги у суспільстві і може 
бути передумовою для зброй- 
них провокацій 0 напередодні 
травневих свят. Як йшлося в 
повідомленні Міноборони, у 
Дніпропетровській області три- 
вають навчання підрозділів 
Високомобільних десантних 
військ Збройних сил України. 
«Ввечері 28 квітня та вранці 
29 квітня відбулися телефонні 
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Конфлікт із «Правим сектором» 
вичерпано - адміністрація Порошенка 


«Правий сектор» на позиціях біля села Тоненьке під Донецьком. 


розмови між начальником Гене- 
рального штабу — головнокоман- 
дувачем Збройних сил України 
генерал-полковником Віктором 
Муженком і (керівником «Пра- 
вого сектору» - ред.) Дмитром 
Ярошем. Сторони обговорили 
питання, серед яких було й вико- 
нання попередніх домовленостей 
стосовно взаємодії та інтеграції 
Добровольчого українського кор- 
пусу у Збройні сили України», — 
йшлося в повідомленні. 

Сам Ярош, прибувши вранці 
на базу ДУК, оголосив бійцям, 
що отримав від Віктора Мужен- 
ка запевнення у тому, що po33- 
броювати підрозділ ніхто наказу 
не віддавав. «Все нормально, му- 
жики, і дівчата також... Все буде 
добре», - сказав Ярош. 

Раніше радник президента 
України Юрій Бірюков на своїй 
сторінці у Facebook написав, 
що «з якихось причин команду- 
вання ДУК-ПС зриває процес 
інтеграції в ЗСУ». 

«Настав час зрозуміти, що 
армія виросла i зміцніла, має 
бути єдиною, монолітною i 
страшною для ворога. А для 
цього армія має всотати в себе 
найкращих хлопців України. 
Вони мають бути всередині 
армії стрижнем, цементом. З тієї 
простої причини, що моральні 
якості мобілізованих дуже часто 
залишають бажати кращого», — 
твердить Бірюков. 

За його словами, «ніхто й 
ніколи не заперечував важливість 
добровольців, їхню вражаючу 
мотивованість i жертовність в 
ім'я України». 

Водночас, позафракційний 
депутат Верховної Ради Бо- 
рис Філатов вважає  прези- 
дента України причетним 


до оточення військовими у 
Дніпропетровській області бази 
«Правого сектору», яку називає 
«спробою роззброєння». 

«Спроба роззброєння «Пра- 
вого сектору» є ще одним 
підтвердженням ціни слова По- 
рошенка. Обіцяти одне, а роби- 
ти зовсім інше - це фірмовий 
стиль його поведінки», - написав 
Філатов на своїй сторінці у Face- 
book. 

Зранку 29 квітня бійці «Пра- 
вого | сектору» пікетували 
Адміністрацію президента. 

Увечері 28 квітня, як заявив 
депутат Верховної Ради, коман- 
дувач ДУК «Правий сектор» 
Дмитро Ярош, «особовим скла- 
дом 25-ї 1 95-ї бригад Зброй- 
них сил України було оточено 
базу 5-го окремого батальйону 
Добровольчого українського 
корпусу «Правий сектор» у 
Дніпропетровській області, на- 
вколо виставлені блокпости, 
підтягнута важка техніка». 

У березні «Правий сектор» 
почав процедуру входження до 
складу Збройних сил України. 5 
квітня Дмитро Ярош був призна- 
чений радником головнокоман- 
дувача ЗСУ. 

10 | квітня | добровольчий 
український корпус «Правого 
сектору» заявив про відведення 
бійців від лінії зіткнення у зоні 
АТО у зв'язку із підготовкою до 
входження підрозділів у Збройні 
сили України. 

11 квітня міністр оборони 
України Степан Полторак заявив, 
що всі українські підрозділи, що 
є у зоні АТО, переведені до лав 
Збройних сил, і в зоні проведен- 
ня бойових дій на сході України 
немає жодних добровольчих або 
інших збройних об'єднань. 


Діаспора допоможе 
учасникам АТО з протезуванням 


(Голос Америки) -Протезуван- 
ня для учасника АТО, доступне 
в Україні, а не за кордоном. Таку 
мету ставить перед собою проект 
підтримки протезування в Україні, 
профінансований діаспорою 
(Світовим конгресом українців). 

Щойно в Україну прибули 
лікарі-волонтери з Канади і Спо- 
лучених Штатів, які привезли з 
собою функціональні протези та 
сучасні технології їх виробництва. 

В учасників АТО, які втра- 
тили на фронті руку або ногу, 
з'явилась надія повернутися до 
повноцінного життя. В Україну 
прибула команда лікарів з Ка- 
нади і США, які передадуть 
українським колегам досвід 
складного | протезування. | У 
навчанні візьмуть участь 10 
вітчизняних | протезистів Ta 


п'ятеро відібраних ампутантів з 
найскладнішими випадками про- 
тезування. Ці п'ятеро безкош- 
товно отримають сучасні проте- 
зи включно з міоелектричними. 
Команда іноземних фахівців 
прилетіла в Україну на волон- 
терських засадах. 

«З нами сконтактувала 
українська | діаспора | Кана- 
ди. Вони розповіли нам, що в 
Україні зараз існує така потре- 
ба - в інформації та у допомозі 
з протезуванням. І вони запита- 
ли, чи можемо ми допомогти, 
поділитися своїми знаннями, 
і чи міг би я зібрати коман- 
ду протезистів. Мене проект 
зацікавив, 1 я погодився взяти 
участь як волонтер», - каже пре- 
зидент Міжнародної асоціації 
протезування і ортопедії в США 


Джон Батздорф. 

«Я їх питала - чим ми можемо 
вам допомогти, Звичайно, основ- 
на відповідь була - нам потрібні 
гроші, щоб їхати протезуватися 
за кордон. І мова тоді пішла — до- 
бре, ви відпротезуєтеся, а далі 
що? Ви повернетеся додому, хто 
вам буде реабілітацію проводи- 
ти, як ви будете проводити сервіс 
цих протезів і так далі? І з цього 
почалася моя робота з пошуку 
того, хто може нам допомогти. 
Змінити саме в Україні, щоб їм 
більше не доводилося їхати за 
кордон», - розповіла керівник 
проекту підтримки протезування 
в Україні, керівник «Євромайдан 
Канада» Антоніна Кумка. 

За даними Мінсоцполітики, 
протезування сьогодні потребує 
понад 200 учасників АТО, 
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Canada provides $15m in 


humanitarian aid for Ukraine| S°Tvé as link with new 
Alberta government 


(UkrNews)--Chris | Alexander, 
Minister for Citizenship and Im- 
migration, on behalf of Christian 
Paradis, Minister of International 
Development and La_ Franco- 
phonie, on April 27 announced that 
humanitarian assistance funding 
of $15 million will be provided to 
respond to the immediate needs of 
crisis-affected Ukrainians. 

He made the announcement in 
Dnipropetrovsk where he stopped 
during his two-day visit to Ukraine. 

This assistance includes improved 
access to water, shelter and health, 
hygiene and protection services. 

With the continued aggression 
and provocation on the part of the 
Putin regime, many Ukrainians in 
the conflict zone require humanitar- 
ian assistance. These affected civil- 
ians are suffering food insecurity 
and displacement from their homes 
because of this conflict. 

“The Ukrainian people have been 
suffering from the invasion of their 
homeland and the ensuing armed 
conflict, leaving many of them highly 
vulnerable,” said Alexander. “Can- 
ada’s support will help ensure that 
life-saving humanitarian assistance 
is provided to those who live in the 
most affected regions of Ukraine.” 

“Canada stands in solidarity with 
the Ukrainian people as they suffer 
because of the continued provoca- 
tion of the Putin regime,” said Min- 
ister Paradis. “Our government is 
dedicated to helping the thousands 
of Ukrainians who have suffered 
in conflict-affected areas and con- 


Left to Right: UCC President Paul Grod, Prime Minister of Ukraine 
Arseniy Yatseniuk, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration of Canada, 
Chris Alexander, at the International Support for Ukraine Conference. 


tinue to suffer due to the lack of 
food, clean water and shelter.” 
“Having recently joined Minis- 
ter Alexander in Kyiv at the Inter- 
national Support for Ukraine Con- 
ference on April 28, it was abun- 
dantly clear by the comments from 
the Ukrainian Government and 
other international donor countries 
that Canada has demonstrated that 
it continues to be one of Ukraine’s 
most steadfast allies and depend- 
able friends. The Ukrainian Can- 
adian community thanks the Соу- 
ernment of Canada for these most 
recent announcements of assist- 


ance to Ukraine,” stated Paul Grod, 
National President of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress. 

“In meeting with most of 
Ukraine’s senior leadership, it is 
clear that they are undertaking an 
ambitious and far-reaching reform 
agenda as Ukrainians continue 
to bravely defend their country 
against the war inflicted on them 
by the Russian Federation. The 
additional assistance provided by 
Canada will play an important role 
in furthering governance reforms 
and strengthening civil society,” he 
added. 


Nicholson welcomes another transfer 
of non-lethal equipment to Ukraine 


(UkrNews)--Foreign Affairs 
Minister Rob Nicholson on April 
28 highlighted the transfer of anew 
shipment of non-lethal equipment 
to Ukraine. 

A new batch of non-lethal equip- 
ment was transferred to the Ukrain- 
ian National Guard during a media 
event in Kyiv. Chris Alexander, 
Minister of Citizenship and Immi- 
gration, attended the event on be- 
half of Canada, in the presence of 
Lieutenant-General Mykola Balan, 
Commander of the National Guard 
of Ukraine. 

The shipment of night-vision 
goggles is part of ап $11—million 
Canadian assistance package an- 
nounced in November 2014. 

Canada’s assistance is aimed at 
enhancing the capabilities of the 
Ukrainian armed forces in their fight 
to defend their country’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. 

In the last months, Canada has 
given the Ukrainian forces ap- 


proximately 30,000 sets of coats, 
pants and ballistic eyewear, 70,000 
pairs of cold and wet weather 
boots, 7,000 helmets, 2,300 pro- 
tective vests, 300 first aid kits, 100 
tents and 735 sleeping bags. 

Canada will be deploying ap- 
proximately 200 Canadian Armed 
Forces personnel to Ukraine until 
March 31, 2017, to develop and de- 
liver military training and capacity- 
building programs for Ukrainian 
forces personnel. 

“Today’s delivery highlights Can- 
ada’s continued support for Ukraine 
in the face of military aggression by 
the Putin regime. Ongoing violations 
of the Minsk agreements underscore 
the importance of providing the 
Ukrainian forces with the equipment 
they need to protect Ukraine’s ter- 
ritorial integrity. Canada will never 
recognize the illegal occupation of 
Crimea and will continue to stand 
with the people of Ukraine,” said 
Nicholson. 


“I am inspired by my trip to 
Ukraine and by my meetings with 
brave and courageous Ukrainians 
who are defending with passion 
and commitment the values of free- 
dom, democracy and human rights. 
The Canadian night-vision goggles 
will strengthen the capability of 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces and 
the Ukrainian National Guard in 
their legitimate fight to defend the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of Ukraine,” noted Alexander. 

“We are grateful to friendly Can- 
ada for its understanding of the real 
situation in our country and the 
role of the National Guard. Today’s 
ceremony is very important for us, 
as we face a real threat to the ter- 
ritorial integrity of Ukraine, and 
we thank Canada for its support 
and readiness to assist the National 
Guard in equipping its personnel,” 
said Lieutenant-General Mykola 
Balan, Commander of the National 
Guard of Ukraine 


Alexander announces and delivers aid 


Cont. from P. 1 
ities to the benefit of their local and 
regional economies,” said Paradis 
in a media release. “We are pleased 
to partner with the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities on this 
important ground-up initiative.” 
“Over the past five years, FCM 
and its members have built a net- 
work of friendship and collab- 
oration with their counterparts 
in Ukraine, offering expertise 
and support through challenging 
times,” said Brad Woodside, FCM 


President. “Ukraine continues to 
undergo profound change. We are 
pleased to be able to support Can- 
ada’s strategic priorities in the re- 
gion and contribute to the advan- 
cement of democratic, sustainable 
and prosperous communities in 
Ukraine.” 

As part of Canada’s commit- 
ment of non-lethal equipment to 
Ukraine, Minister Alexander was 
pleased to deliver a shipment of 
Canadian night vision goggles to 
Ukrainian armed forced in Kyiv. 


See above story. 

"Т am inspired by my trip to 
Ukraine and by my meetings with 
brave and courageous Ukrainians 
who are defending with passion 
and commitment the values of free- 
dom, democracy, and human rights. 
The Canadian night-vision goggles 
will strengthen the capacity of 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces and 
the Ukrainian National Guard in 
their legitimate fight to defend the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of Ukraine,” Alexander said. 


Bilous honoured to 
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both as leaders of the PCs and the 
newly re-elected MLA for Calgary- 
Foothills effective immediately. 
“Albertans have voted for 
change,” said NDP leader Rachel 
Notley to a ballroom packed with 
jubilant supporters at Edmonton’s 
Westin Hotel. “One of the chan- 


ges they voted for is a new kind of 


respect and a new kind of relation- 
ship with their government. 

“Our legislature belongs to you.” 

While races in Calgary and 
southern Alberta were quite close, 
the NDP polled huge majorities in 
Edmonton and surrounding con- 
stituencies which decimated what 
was once a strong Ukrainian pres- 
ence in the PC Party. 

Among the casualties were 
Speaker Gene Zwozdesky and 
Edmonton-Decore MLA Janice 
Sarich, both of Ukrainian origin 
and very pro-active on community 
issues. 

Former Deputy Minister Thomas 
Lukaszuk, a Polish immigrant who 
always maintained strong ties with 
the Ukrainian community, and ran 
against Prentice for the leadership, 
went down to defeat in his Edmon- 
ton-Castledowns constituency. 

Human Services Minister Hea- 
ther Klimchuk and David Dor- 
ward, both of whom are married to 
Ukrainian Canadians, went down 
in their respective ridings — Ed- 
monton-Glenora and Edmonton- 
Gold Bar. 

The two Ukrainian Canadian 
Wildrose candidates in the re- 
gion — Don Koziak (Edmonton- 
Glenora) and Linda Osinchuk 
(Sherwood Park) finished third. 

So did Mark Hlady, a former PC 
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Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 


When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in а personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 


» Wide range of burial & cremation 


» Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 


www.parkmemorial.com 
Edmonton | Lamont | Mayerthorpe | Smoky Lake 


“Owned and operated by the 


MLA for Calgary-Mountainview, 
who was attempting a comeback. 

He lost to Dr. David Swann, in- 
terim Liberal leader and the only 
MLA elected from that party. 

Bilous, whose grandfather ar- 
rived in Canada from the Lviv 
region at an early age, says that 
his family instilled the traditional 
sense of values in him. 

“That whole concept of hard 
work. Coming over with literally 
the clothes on your back and work- 
ing very, very, hard. My grand- 
father he did several different jobs 
and was a very humble man and 
a very modest man — he was a 
shoemaker. But he was such an in- 
credible person. He had so much to 
give. And I looked at him as a role 
model growing up.” 

As a child, Bilous, 39, attended 
St. Martin’s Ukrainian elementary 
school from kindergarten to grade 
six. 

“My one regret is that I didn’t 
continue into junior high and high 
school in the Ukrainian bilingual 
program,” he says. 

He also used to take dancing 
classes with the Kupalo dancers at 
St. Basil’s Ukrainian Catholic Par- 
ish. 

"І remember getting up Saturday 
mornings and getting up to dance 
for hours and hours,” he says. 

“I’m quite happy when I reflect 
back on my roots and the fact that 
my parents wanted me to have that 
connection — from learning the 
Ukrainian language, to celebrat- 
ing Ukrainian holidays, to dancing. 
They really made sure that myself 
and my brother and sister were all 
involved in the Ukrainian com- 
munity and learning about our cul- 
ture, our history,” he says. 
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Smolyk family since 1941 


патріотизмом 


Юрій Луканов для Громадського радіо 

Канадський політолог Тарас Кузьо, який пише книжку про Дон- 
бас, був вражений величезною роллю жінок у громадянському 
русі в цьому регіоні. Він вважає, що волонтерський рух в Україні 
-- унікальне явище, а жінки відіграють у ньому особливу роль. 
У той же час, на думку політолога, сором для держави, що вона 
виявляється значно слабшою від волонтерських рухів. 

«Всі чотири президенти дотепер занедбали Збройні Сили України. 
Це не тільки Віктор Янукович. Це абсолютна ганьба, що держава 
не може забезпечити нормальне харчування, уніформу, зброю для 
підрозділів Збройних сил і Національної Гвардії. Це пов'язано з 
тим, що країна була корумпованою і цей русофілізм, який був серед 
деяких керівників держави... Ніхто не повірив би, що Росія може 
бути ворогом України», - говорить Кузьо. 

Професор канадського Університету Альберта приїхав на Дон- 
бас, щоб зібрати матеріал для своєї книжки про причини російсько- 
української війни за Донбас. Зараз він перебуває в Маріуполі. 
Раніше відвідував Донецьк, Краматорськ і Слов'янськ. 

Цього року в червні вийде вийде нова книжка Тарася Кузя 
«Україна: демократизація, корупція 1 новий російський імперіалізм». 
Книжка складатиметься з шістсот двадцяти сторінок, присвячених 
новітній історії України - від 1953 року до наших днів. Випустить 
дослідження канадського політолога американське видавництво 
«Ргасрег». 

Кузьо зауважив, що українці дуже патріотично налаштовані. І 
патріотизм цей, на його думку, зовсім інакший, ніж на Заході: 

«Я не можу собі уявити, якби війна почалася у Америці, Канаді, і 
людина мала б заплатити, щоб купити всі речі, як доброволець, щоб 
вступити в Збройні Сили». 

Кузьо планує завершити книжку наступного року. Вона буде на- 
писана англійською мовою. Автор мріяв би, щоб вона була перекла- 
дена українською. 


Симоненка допитували в СБУ 


(Радіо Свобода) - СБУ закінчила допит лідера Комуністичної 
партії України Петра Симоненка. Як повідомив журналістам сам 
Симоненко, його допит тривав понад дев'ять годин. 

Петро Симоненко зазначив, що повідомлення про підозру йому 
не вручили, а допитували лише як свідка. Він наголосив, що ніяких 
претензій до нього СБУ не висувала. 

27 квітня, в СБУ повідомили, що допит лідера Компартії України 
проводиться щодо його висловлювань про зміни меж території 
України. 

6 квітня лідер КПУ вже був на допиті у СБУ. За даними відомства, 
кримінальне провадження щодо голови Комуністичної партії 
України Петра Симоненка стосується його участі у засіданні ЦК 
KIIP® і низки його публічних заяв, провадження відкрите за звер- 
ненням міністра юстиції Павла Петренка. 
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"Канадський політолог Українців почали виселяти за 
вражений українським | два роки до операції «Вісла» 


Галина Дашкевич, Радіо Свобода 

Життя у криївках і дорога в Україну тривалістю 
в тиждень - так у 1945 році відбувалося пересе- 
лення українців із етнічних земель у Польщі на 
територію УРСР. Стефанія Нагірна з Львівщини 
— одна з тих, чию родину переселили з Надсяння 
за два роки до операції «Вісла». Польські історики 
пояснюють: переселення мало бути добровільним, 
але комуністична влада Польщі зрештою обрала 
інший спосіб. 

Насильне виселення українців із етнічних зе- 
мель до СРСР польська влада розпочала ще за два 
роки до операції «Вісла», у 1945 році. Про цей 
період української історії Радіо Свобода розповіла 
Стефанія Нагірна. У восьмирічному віці разом із 
батьками, двома старшими братиками й трьома се- 
страми її депортували з села Явірник-Руський (те- 
пер - Перемишльський повіт у Підкарпатському 
воєводстві Польщі) до Західної України. 

«То було після війни. Полякам дали Польщу, а 
нам ніхто нічого не дав. | ми ходили, AK Ti вівці: по- 
ляки нас гонили, а ми тікали», — розповідає жінка. 

Зараз Стефанії 80 років, проте вона досі 
пам'ятає, яким було її життя перед виселенням: 
«Там у Польщі тато викопав якісь криївки такі, і 
ми спали в тих криївках, а потім я вже боялася йти 
в ту криївку спати, вже не йшла. Як тут на Сході, 
так нас били там». 

Стефанія Нагірна розповідає: їхнє виселення 
польська влада мотивувала наміром уберегти від 
постійних набігів польських партизанів. На збори 
дали один день. Із собою дозволили брати лише 
найнеобхідніше. 

Сім'я Нагірних жила досить заможно, мала своє 
господарство, проте у вересні 1945 року довелося 
з ним розлучитися. 

«Там була господарка. Там була двоповерхова 
стодола, забита вся зерном. | тато все залишив», — 
згадує пані Стефанія. 

Перед тим, як вирушити в дорогу, селян 
відправили в Бірчу - районний центр, аби люди 
могли переночувати і вже з першими променями 
сонця почати мандрівку. Польські солдати супро- 
воджували переселенців до Перемишля, звідти 
українці мали добиратися до місця призначення 
самостійно. 

В Україну з Явірника-Руського їхали тиждень. 
Чотири сім'ї на одному возі. 

«Одним конем чотири родини на фірі їхали. 
Тільки подушки і трішки сухого хліба було, більше 
нічого. Не було більше що де запхати, Ми трохи 
пасли корови, трохи стояли й відпочивали, варили 


їсти на дорозі», - пригадує жінка. 

В Україні переселенців уже чекали польські сол- 
дати. Ту групу депортованих, в якій була і сім'я 
Нагірних, скерували в Дрогобицьку область (те- 
пер — район Львівської області). Солдати поселили 
українців у нових домівках, проте життя під новим 
дахом було несолодким. 

Пані Стефанія розповідає: «Ми приїхали сюди 
- гола-гола хата. Мама одразу ходила просити ми- 
лостиню, бо не було що їсти. Всі ходили, не тільки 
мама. I нас ще брали з собою». 

Ставлення до українців уже на українській землі, 
як розповідає Стефанія, було не ліпшим, аніж до 
того в Польщі: «Мама собі руку скалічила, тато 
її возив до лікаря, а лікар її не прийняв, бо вона 
українка і привіз додому. Не хотіли нас приймати, 
бо ми українці. Тато приїхав, я кажу: тату вже все 
буде добре. Він каже: та де дитино». 

Проте з часом життя увійшло в нормальне рус- 
ло. Жінка хоча й зі сльозами на очах згадує ті часи 
скрути, лише зрідка згадує свою першу домівку й 
каже: Україна подарувала спокій, 

Родина Стефанії Нагірної була однією з май- 
же 23 тисяч українських сімей, які виселили з 
Польщі з вересня по грудень 1945 року. Науковий 
співробітник польського Інституту національної 
пам'яті Ігор Халагіда, який спеціалізується на 
питанні  українсько-польських - відносин XX 
століття, каже: переселення українців розпочало- 
ся у 1944 році згідно з договором комуністичної 
Польщі з СРСР, і відбувалося одночасно з пересе- 
ленням поляків з українських земель. 

Історик каже: від початку цей процес задуму- 
вався як добровільний. «Тоді комуністична влада 
мала два виходи: або зреалізувати ці постулати, 
тобто залишити українську меншину в Польщі і 
забезпечити її розвиток, наприклад, культурний, 
або просто почати примусове насильне виселен- 
ня. Як знаємо, варшавські комуністи зважилися на 
друге», - розповідає він. 

«Є питання, що з тою проблемою зробити, якщо 
йдеться про юридичну сторону. Комуністи пору- 
шили цей договір 1944 року, переселення у якийсь 
момент перестало бути добровільним. Можна ска- 
зати, що це був комуністичний злочин», - зазначає 
Ігор Халагіда. 

У 2007 році тодішні президенти Польщі Лех 
Качинський i України Віктор Ющенко засуди- 
ли операцію «Вісла», яка стала останнім етапом 
переселення українців. Щодо примусового висе- 
лення попередніх років офіційно польська сторона 
коментарів не робила. 


Патріарх Філарет нагородив бійців 
1 побажав перемоги над ворогом 


Аліна Швидко, Радіо Свобода 

Церковними медалями «За жертовність та любов 
до України» відзначили 14 військовослужбовців 
та волонтерів 25-го батальйону «Київська Русь». 
Вони отримали її за участь в обороні Дебальцева 
і героїчний відступ з «котла» у лютому 2015 року. 

Нагороджував бійців та волонтерів святіший 
патріарх Київський та всієї Руси-України Філарет, 
наголосивши, що церква завжди була з українським 
народом. 

«Я бажаю, щоб Господь, по-перше, захищав вас, 
надихав вас, і щоб ми святкували разом з вами пе- 
ремогу над супостатом, Каїном. Чи це Майдан, чи 
це війна в Донбасі, але церква - з народом, тому що 
церкву складає народ», сказав патріарх у зверненні 
до військових та волонтерів. 

Нагороджені військовослужбовці брали участь у 
боях за Дебальцеве. Вони вийшли з оточення, при- 
криваючи відступ свого підрозділу, врятувавши та- 
ким чином життя бійців. 

Серед них був командир батальйону «Київська 
Русь» Андрій Янченко. Чоловік вважає, що їхній 
батальйон просто виконував своє бойове завдан- 
ня. I водночас він упевнений, що нагороди - це 
відзнака того, що вони все роблять правильно. 

«Дуже важливу роль відіграє церква. Справа у 
тому, що багато хлопців з молитвою ідуть в бій. 


Ми коли в Дебальцевому були, у нас був капелан 
у батальйоні. | ми капличку зробили, хлопці туди 
ходили постійно, капелан їздив по позиціях і з хлоп- 
цями спілкувався. Бувало таке, що і жив на позиціях 
із хлопцями. Це дуже потрібна робота. Будь-яка 
духовна розмова дуже потрібна», - розповів Радіо 
Свобода командир 25-го батальйону. 

Так вважає i Анна Кузмінчук - її також на- 
городили медаллю «За жертовність i любов до 
України». Вона медик-волонтер організації «Білі 
янголи», яка постійно перебуває з бійцями 25-го 
батальйону. Дівчина вважає влучним порівняння 
патріархом країни-агресора із Каїном. 

«Аргументація того, що є заповідь «Не вбий», 
але для наших хлопців... він пояснює це не як 
вбивство, а як захист рідної землі. Він порівнює 
Росію, нашого зовнішнього ворога із братом 
Каїном. Із промови ясно, що церква українського 
патріархату перебуває з нашими військовими, з не- 
залежною Україною», - вважає дівчина. 

Медаль «За жертовність і любов до України» 
вручили вперше. В майбутньому нею будуть на- 
городжувати людей, які проявили активну грома- 
дянську позицію, героїзм під час подій Революції 
гідності, і захищаючи Батьківщину на Донбасі та в 
Криму, а також за волонтерську діяльність та допо- 
могу Збройним силам. 


Ukrainian Меуму5/Українські вісті, May 7 - 20, 7 - 20 травня, 2015 


Austrian court rejects U.S. 
request to extradite Firtash 


RFE/RL)—An Austrian court 
on April 30 rejected a U.S. request 
to extradite Ukrainian industrialist 
Dmytro Firtash to face corruption 
charges. 

Though the gas and chemicals 
executive is suspected of paying 
millions of dollars in bribes to In- 
dian officials, the court in Vienna 
said the U.S. bid for extradition 
was not supported by sufficient 
evidence and was at least partially 
politically motivated. 

The ruling came after more than 
12 hours of proceedings. The pros- 
ecution said it would appeal. 

One of Ukraine’s most influen- 
tial oligarchs, Firtash, 49, was ar- 
rested in Vienna a year ago at the 
request of U.S. authorities, which 
have been investigating him since 
2006. 

A USS. grand jury in Chicago in- 
dicted Firtash in 2013, along with a 
member of India’s parliament and 
four others, on suspicion of bribing 
Indian government officials to gain 
access to mining licenses and titan- 
ium deposits 


Poroshenko warns of worsening conflict 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s President 
Petro Poroshenko warned on May 
6 of an increasing threat of exten- 
sive military action in the east of 
the country. 

Poroshenko told a security and 
defense council meeting in Kyiv that 
“the threat of large-scale military ac- 
tion from Russian terrorist groups 
not only remains but is growing.” 

According to a statement post- 


The oligarch was released from 
detention in March 2014 after post- 
ing bail of 125 million euros ($140 
million). 

At the proceedings in Vienna, the 
billionaire business magnate, wear- 
ing a grey suit and red tie, told the 
court that allegations he had con- 
spired to bribe India government 
officials were “totally absurd” and 
“absolutely untrue.” 

“T have already expressed many 
times my confidence in the Aus- 
trian justice system. Today this 
confidence has proven to be justi- 
fied,” Firtash said in a statement 
after the ruling. 

Firtash portrayed himself as 
victim of a political campaign by 
Washington. His lawyers, citing 
leaked U.S. diplomatic cables ex- 
pressing distrust of the tycoon, said 
he had aroused U.S. suspicion by 
founding a venture with Russia’s 
Gazprom to deliver gas to Ukraine. 
Firtash said he had acted as an hon- 
est broker to help end wrangling 
over prices. 

The Ukrainian billionaire used 


ed on his website, Poroshenko 
said there were more than 40,000 
pro-Moscow fighters in the rebel- 
controlled territories and a further 
50,000 Russian troops across the 
border. 

Military spokesman Andriy 
Lysenko said four Ukrainian 
servicemen had been killed by a 
landmine and a fifth in a rebel am- 
bush since May 5. 


Savchenko’s pre-trial 
detention extended 


(RFE/RL)—A court in Moscow 
on May 6 extended the pre-trial de- 
tention of Ukrainian pilot and par- 
liament member Nadia Savchenko 
until June 30. 

The announcement was made on 
Twitter by her lawyer, Nikolai Po- 
lozov. 

The hearing came a day after 
Savchenko’s lawyer announced 
that Russian authorities have ex- 
tended their preliminary inquiry 
into Savchenko’s case until Моу- 
ember 13. 

Savchenko has been jailed in 
Russia since July, when she says 
she was illegally brought into the 
country after being abducted by 
Russian-backed separatists in east- 
ern Ukraine. 

She is charged with complicity 
in the killing of two Russian jour- 
nalists who died in the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine, as well as illegal 
border crossing. 

She denies guilt and conducted a 


і Wl 


Ukrainian military pilot Nadia 
Savchenko stands inside a defend- 
ants’ cage as she attends a court 
hearing in Moscow on May 6. 


hunger strike for more than 80 days 
to protest her incarceration. 

The United States said on May 5 
that it is concerned over the “callous 
and outrageous” treatment of Sav- 
chenko by Russian authorities, and 
called for her immediate release. 


Heroine Savchenko awarded in absentia 

(UCEF)—On April 22 the Mykhailo ShkilInyk Moral Leadership 
Award for 2015 was awarded to Nadia Savchenko, a Ukrainian military 
pilot captured by Russian forces in eastern Ukraine and held in a Russian 


prison. 


Dr. Anastasia Shkilnyk of British Columbia, Canada, who passed 
away on May 13, 2014, established the annual award in honor of her 
late father, Dr. Mykhaylo Shkilnyk. The Ukrainian Catholic University 
is responsible for selecting the laureate of the award. 


his money to back former Ukrain- 
ian President Viktor Yanukovych 
before his ouster. He said that U.S. 
authorities were influenced by 
Yanukovych’s political rival Yulia 
Tymoshenko. 

When Tymoshenko was prime 
minister in 2009, she signed a gas 
supply deal with Moscow that end- 
ed Firtash’s lucrative gas brokerage 
business. She lost the presidential 
election to Yanukovych in 2010. 
In the following year, Tymoshenko 
was found guilty and imprisoned 
for having abused her powers in 
closing the gas deal. 

Aside from any political motiva- 
tions in pursuing the case, Judge 
Christoph Bauer said U.S. officials 
did not supply all the documents 
requested by the court as evidence. 

Court officials said bail would 
remain in effect but Firtash could 
leave Austria on condition that he 
was reachable through his lawyers. 

Kim Nerheim, a spokeswoman 
for the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
Chicago, declined any comment on 
the Austrian ruling. 


Casualties are reported on a 
regular basis despite the truce, 
brokered in February in the Belaru- 
sian capital Minsk to end a year-old 
conflict in which more than 6,000 
have been killed. 


Ukrainian 
Music 
Society 

of Alberta 


Український Чоловічий Хор Едмонтону 
Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton 


is looking for an 


Assistant Conductor 


+ Details about the position at ukrainianmalechorus.ca. 
+ Deadline for application is May 31, 2015. 


« Send your resume to info@ukrainianmalechorus.ca. 


ukrainianmalechorus.ca 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 
has moved! 


After 28 years at our former location at 97 Street 
and 110 Ave., we have moved to a brand new loca- 
tion at 13623 — 149 Street to serve you better. 


Open Mon to Friday 8:00 till 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 till 4:00 
Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


Українське 
Музичне 
Товариство 
Альберти 


СЕМІНАР УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ХОРОВИХ ДИРИГЕНТІВ 
UKRAINIAN CHORAL CONDUCTORS’ SEMINAR 


August 7 - 16, 2015 at St. John’s Institute in Edmonton, Alberta 


Наша мета: Дати заавансованим і новим диригентам свіжий огляд 
скарбів великої української хорової спадщини. 


Our Goal: To give established and aspiring conductors а fresh exposure to 
the treasure of the great Ukrainian choral heritage. 


Instructors: Maestro Laurence Ewashko, Ottawa 


Elizabeth Lesoway-Anderson, St. Albert 


Irena Szmihelsky, Edmonton 


Seminar Lectures to include the following topics: 
* Individual/Private Conducting Lessons 
* Practical work with the Seminar Choir/Rehearsal Techniques 


* Score Analysis 
* Choral Musicianship 
* Vocal Technique 
* Liturgical Music 


* Overview of the History of Ukr. Choral Music 


- Репертуар включатиме слідуючі жанри: 
Духовні, народні, сучасні й оритінальні/авторські твори. 


Repertoire will include the following genres: 
Sacred works, folk arrangements, contemporary and original compositions 


Seminar Fees: 


$375 Early Bird by May 30, 2015 


$450 after May 30, 2015 


Deadline: 


June 30, 2015 


On-site accommodations available at St. John’s Institute www.stjohnsinstitute.com. 
Please contact the Institute directly. 


Contact Luba Boyko-Bell at luba.bell@shaw.ca or 780.469.4890 
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Edmonton, Alberta, T6A 3Y6 
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Adapt to Alberta’s 
new reality 


For 44 years Alberta was ruled by Canada’s longest lasting political 
dynasty. Led by Peter Lougheed, the Progressive Conservatives first 
came to power in 1971 as a progressive, modern-day, urban-oriented al- 
ternative to another dynasty, the staid, conservative Social Credit, which 
had begun to show its age after 36 years. 

The Ukrainian community had very wisely chosen to make some very 
close connections with this rising force. Lougheed’s victory brought in a 
lot of new faces, among them a record number of Canadians of Ukrain- 
ian origin, including such community activists like Dr. Albert Hohol, Julian 
Koziak, Bill Diachuk and Catherine Chichak, among others. Hohol, Koziak 
and Diachuk were to move on to cabinet positions. And working behind the 
scenes was PC Party President Peter Savaryn. Out of this mutually benefi- 
cial relationship came some of the most progressive and ground-breaking 
multiculturalism legislation in Canada. It was this early period of the PC dy- 
nasty that gave us the Ukrainian Bilingual Program, the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies and the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village. 

The Ukrainian community’s influence waned following Don Getty’s 
victory over Koziak for the PC Leadership and the 1986 Edmonton “Or- 
ange Crush”, during which both Koziak and Diachuk lost their seats. 
Some new faces came in with Ralph Klein’s 1993 victory, Calgary MLA 
Mark Hlady and — most notably — future Premier Ed Stelmach. They 
were later joined in the PC caucus by Liberals who had come in under 
Ukrainian Canadian leader Lawrence Decore, but became disenchanted 
with future leaders, First came Julius Yankowsky, then Andrew Beniuk 
and — most significantly in 1998 — Gene Zwozdesky, who eventually 
assumed several high-level cabinet positions, and in 2012 was elected 
Speaker of the Legislature, replacing another Canadian of Ukrainian ori- 
gin, Ken Kowalski. Later came other Ukrainian Canadian MLAs such 
as Janice Sarich, Genia Leskiw and Polish immigrant Thomas Lukaszuk 
who became a very strong supporter of Ukrainian causes. 

Zwozdesky was to initiate some very notable achievements including 
the creation of the Advisory Council on Alberta-Ukraine Relations and 
the Holodomor Memorial Act. That latter piece of legislation came under 
the highest point in our community’s relationship with the PC dynasty 
—the Premiership of Ed Stelmach, who also greatly expanded this ргоу- 
ince’s relationship with Ukraine. 

However, Stelmach also infuriated the corporate establishment which 
had begun to consider the PC Party their private domain — first by beat- 
ing their favoured candidate for the leadership, then by proposing a re- 
view of oil royalties. They eventually managed to exert enough pressure 
to engineer his resignation and, although their favored candidate lost the 
2011 leadership race, they regained control in 2014 with the election of 
Jim Prentice as leader. 

But the saviour proved to be the architect of the dynasty’s demise. 
Following a series of moves that backfired on him and a disastrous cam- 
paign, Prentice fell to Rachel Notley’s New Democrats on May 5. What 
had seemed impossible just a few weeks earlier, became reality. Alberta 
now has a majority NDP government. 

Fortunately for our community, we have a уегу able representative in 
Edmonton Beyerley-Clareview MLA Deron Bilous. As one of only four 
incumbents in a 53-member caucus, he is bound to play a very senior 
role. A former student of the Ukrainian Bilingual Program and dancer, 
Deron is proud of his Ukrainian roots and more than willing to help de- 

_velop our community’s most important link with the new government. 

One era has come to aa end, while another has begun. We must adapt 
to the new reality, and work on developing a co-operative and mutually 
beneficial relationship with Alberta’s new government. 
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Hallow all of Hitler’s victims 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

Both are monumental. Both are getting funds from 
the public purse and both will be unveiled later this 
year, in Ottawa. 

One is sited on the very same spot where the other 
was supposed to be, a controversial location for being 
within sight of the Supreme Court. Added on are com- 
plaints about its design and very purpose. Called the 
“Tribute to Liberty,’ it’s really a memorial to the many 
millions of Victims of Communism, worldwide. 

Ottawa’s other monumental project has not attracted 
much attention, and no protest. It’s the National Holo- 
caust Memorial. 

For the record I support both projects simply be- 
cause my parents were victims of the Nazi and Soviet 
regimes in occupied Ukraine. But I have trouble with a 
taxpayer-funded memorial shaped in the form of a Star 
of David, a uniquely Jewish symbol. Such a monu- 
ment seems to exclude, by design, millions of non- 
Jewish victims of the Holocaust. 

Concerns about whether Canada’s Holocaust me- 
morial was going to be inclusive were raised, years 
ago, and seemingly addressed in the affirmative by 
Tim Uppal, MP, whose private member’s Bill C-442 
championed this project. On 17 May 2011 he offered 
this reassurance: “The intent of the monument is to 
offer a tangible reminder of the millions of lives that 
were lost during a dark era of hatred and violence... 
This memorial is meant to be inclusive to all victims 
and survivors of the Holocaust and is not specific to 
any religion or background.” 

More recently, on 27 January 2015, the Minister of 
Canadian Heritage, the Honourable Shelly Glover, MP, 
elaborated: *...the Monument is meant to be a place to 
mourn, remember and honour all victims of the Holo- 
caust...it was designed with inclusivity in mind.... 
[it] is formed from six triangular volumes signifying 
the triangles used by the Nazis and their collaborators 
to label the various victim groups of the Holocaust, 
notably Jews, political and religious prisoners, homo- 
sexuals, Roma, Sinti, and Jehovah’s Witnesses.” An 
interpretive exhibit located within the Monument, she 
added, will “include information on the various groups 
of victims targeted by the Nazi regime.” 

No informed person denies Jews were the most im- 
mediate and principal victims of the Nazis. They were 
certainly not, however, the only ones. Poland, Bela- 


rus, Ukraine, and Russia suffered millions of civilian 
deaths during the Second World War. The vast major- 
ity of those victims of Nazi oppression were Chris- 
tians of various denominations. Furthermore, the list 
of victim groups as identified in the Minister’s corres- 
pondence, is far from comprehensive. Correcting this 
matter would seem to be easy, involving an informed 
discussion between all stakeholders and those respon- 
sible for making choices about the educational and 
commemorative contents of the National Holocaust 
Memorial’s exhibits. That hasn’t happened. Indeed 
who those decision-makers are seems to be something 
of a secret. 

Just over a decade ago, in Vancouver, I met a Holo- 
caust survivor and Ukrainian nationalist. Those whose 
knee-jerk reaction is to dispute any possible pairing 
of these two categories would benefit from reading 
his memoir, Into Auschwitz, for Ukraine. The Nazis 
branded Stefan Petelycky with tattoo #154922, indel- 
ibly marking him as their victim. He was targeted be- 
cause he was a member of the Organization of Ukrain- 
ian Nationalists, committed to the struggle for Ukrain- 
ian independence. 

Speaking about the last days of the war, Stefan told 
me how he lay on a pile of tangled corpses stacked 
beside the crematorium in the Ebensee concentra- 
tion camp. Fatefully, he was rescued on 6 May 1945, 
Ukrainian Easter Sunday that year, a personal resur- 
rection from the Golgotha, or place of skulls, that had 
been his bed. Years later, he would remark on how, 
as he lay dying, he had paid no attention to who the 
other victims with him were for, be they Hungarians 
or Jews, Poles or Russians, they had suffered as one. 
He remembered them that way, all victims together. 

Out in Winnipeg, the Canadian Museum for Human 
Rights remains contentious because it elevates the 
historical experience and suffering of one community 
above all others. Why would that mistake be repeated 
in our nation’s capital if we still have a chance to make 
it right? Why not accept the counsel of a Holocaust 
survivor, who was also a victim of Communism, and 
ensure that all of Hitler’s victims are hallowed? That 
would set Canada’s National Holocaust Memorial 
apart from the many others found around the world, 
making it truly unique. 

Professor Lubomyr Luciuk teaches at the Royal Mil- 
itary College of Canada. 


Austria’s ruling means Ukraine will 
remain a country where crime pays 


By Taras Kuzio, Financial Times, May 6, 2015 

Austria’s refusal to extradite Dmitry Firtash to the 
US is confirmation that Europe holds two contra- 
dictory positions on corruption. While the European 
Union urges Ukraine to fight corruption, some of its 
member states — such as Latvia, Cyprus (still the lar- 
gest ‘foreign investor’ into Ukraine), the UK, Austria, 
France, Monaco and Switzerland, along with Carib- 
bean offshore zones such as the Virgin Islands — con- 
tinue to enjoy the fruits of corrupt proceeds that are 
laundered abroad. 

Firtash, a Ukrainian gas mogul and former partner 
of Gazprom, had been charged in the US with involve- 
ment in an international racketeering conspiracy that 
allegedly paid $18.5m in bribes to government offi- 
cials in India in exchange for permits to mine titanium 
for export to Boeing in Chicago. 

Ukraine is the most corrupt country in Europe, ac- 
cording to the anti-corruption watchdog Transparency 
International. But it will remain a country where crime 
pays because members of its elites are never crimin- 
ally convicted. 

The US continues to remain the only country to 
criminally prosecute corrupt Ukrainian elites. Former 
Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko, who fled Ukraine in 
1999 and sought political asylum in the US, was con- 
victed in 2006 of money laundering, corruption and 
fraud and released in 2012. 

There are four reasons why members of Ukraine’s 
elites are able to avoid prosecution. 

The first is because of high levels of corruption in 
the prosecutor-general’s office, where 20,000 officers 
still wear Soviet-style uniforms. The office is two and 
half times the size of the three criminal prosecution 
services in the UK, a country with 20m more people 
than Ukraine. The prosecutor-general’s office has 
overlapping responsibilities with the newly formed 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau. 

The second is because they flee abroad. Former 
president Хапикоуусі and the majority of his team 
fled in February 2014 to Russia, which first became a 
safe haven for fleeing corrupt officials a decade earli- 
er, after the Orange Revolution. Of course, Russia has 


always refused to extradite them to Ukraine. Former 
finance minister Yuriy КоЇобоу was the exception; he 
was arrested in Spain in March because he, like 30 
others, is on an Interpol watch list. 

The third reason is incompetence, lack of investiga- 
tive and analytical skills and political control. Often it 
is Ukrainian journalists at outlets such as Ukrayinska 
Pravda who investigate corruption in detail. Such in- 
vestigative journalists and free media expose count- 
less cases of high-level corruption. In Europe and the 
US these might lead to criminal investigation but not 
in Ukraine. The third (judiciary) and fourth (media) 
estates still need to be integrated. 

The fourth factor is the absence of a paper trail. Soviet 
political culture ensures the continued use of “telephone 
law’, where illegal and corrupt orders are given over the 
telephone or in person rather than in writing. Documents 
were destroyed or taken to Russia by officers of the SBU 
security service who fled along with Yanukovych Ісау- 
ing an empty headquarters in Kyiv. 

Ukrainians rose up in the Orange Revolution and 
the Euromaidan seeking justice and demanding that 
senior officials and politicians be held accountable for 
their actions. President Petro Poroshenko’s support 
will slump if members of the former regime involved 
in massive graft and the murders of protesters remain 
at liberty by the second anniversary of the Euromaidan 
in November. 

When opposition leaders Yury Lutsenko and Yulia 
Tymoshenko were imprisoned in 2011, Europe and 
the US condemned such political show trials and cried 
“selective use of justice!” A year after the Euromaidan, 
selective use of justice continues to bedevil Ukraine. If 
you are the man or woman in the street and are served 
with criminal charges, you face an 80 per cent chance of 
being convicted (down from 99 per cent under Yanuko- 
vych). But, if you are a member of Ukraine’s elites you 
are unlikely to be criminally charged and, if by some ill 
chance you are, the case will never reach trial — unless 
you foolishly claim asylum in the US. 

Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the Centre for 
Political and Regional Studies, Canadian Institute for 
Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta. 
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House of Commons holds debate on Ukraine 


Canada’s House of Commons 
held a 4 hour “take-note” debate 
on the situation in Ukraine April 
29 in which over 30 members of 
Parliament participated, including 
4 members of the federal cabinet 
(the Hon. Rob Nicholson, M.P., 
P.C., Minister of Foreign Affairs; 
the Hon. Jason Kenney, Minister of 
National Defence; the Hon. Julian 
Fantino, Associate Minister of Na- 
tional Defence; and the Honourable 
Ed Fast, Minister of International 
Trade). All of Canada’s recognized 
political parties expressed support 
for Canada’s military training mis- 
sion to Ukraine. 

“Canadians across the country 
are deeply concerned by the ag- 
gression of Vladimir Putin’s Russia 
and invasion of sovereign Ukrain- 
ian territory in Crimea and in East- 
ern Ukraine. Members of the House 
of Commons united in support of 
Ukraine and in opposition to Pu- 
tin’s aggression,” stated Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Executive Dir- 
ector Taras Zalusky. “There were 
a large range of views on the posi- 
tive areas where Canada can assist 
Ukraine, from providing weapons 
to defend itself, to increasing sanc- 
tions against Russia, to increasing 
trade and development assistance. 
We thank all MPs who took part in 
this important debate.” 

_ Here are some key quotes from 
participants in the debate: 

“Russia’s actions in Ukraine 
call for a robust and sustained re- 
sponse by Canada and its partners. 
It means supporting Ukrainian 
people to exercise their sovereign- 
ty. It means supporting European 
security in the face of the Krem- 
lin’s attempts to change borders 
by force. It means imposing costs 
on the Putin regime in the Kremlin 
for its actions. Defending Ukraine 
in the face of Russia’s aggression 
means defending pluralistic dem- 
ocracy, freedom, human rights and 
the rule of law. It means building 
transparent and democratic insti- 
tutions where bullies and thugs 
are held to account.” - Hon. Rob 
Nicholson, M.P., P.C., Minister of 
Foreign Affairs 

“We are having a look obviously 
very closely at what has happened 
since the February 12 Minsk agree- 
ment. We have been very clear that 
we will judge Russia on its ac- 
tions, quite apart from any agree- 
ments it says it is supporting, and 
we are prepared to take further ac- 
tion against Russia should it fail to 
implement this agreement.” 
Rob Nicholson, M.P., P.C., Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs 

“T would like to ask the minister 
particularly about some economic 
measures that could be helpful in 
bringing a resolution to the situa- 
tion. I know it is an extremely 
complicated matter. It is easier said 
than done, but I would like to know 
what discussion has been held 
among foreign affairs ministers or 
finance ministers within NATO or 
among others of our allies about 
the SWIFT financial system, which 
of course is the system that fa- 
cilitates international banking. 
Russian commerce is facilitated 
by SWIFT. If Russia’s participa- 
tion in SWIFT were in some way 
interdicted, that would have a very 
powerful impact.” - Hon. Ralph 
Goodale, M.P., P.C., Wascana 

“What has been proposed in 
terms of providing training to in- 
dividuals to deal with improvised 
explosives, to provide medical 
systems, to provide training in the 
NATO facility, we do not have a 
problem with that at all.” - Jack 
Harris, M.P., Official Opposition 


- Hon... 


Defence Critic 

“Ukraine is a sovereign country 
that includes Crimea and all its ter- 
ritory, including the eastern part of 
the country, even though there are 
people of Russian ethnic origin in 
this country. No foreign power has 
the right to violate Ukraine’s terri- 
torial integrity.” - Mare Garneau, 
M.P., Liberal Party Foreign Af- 
fairs Critic 

“If we begin the process of put- 
ting sanctions in place, we have to 
be prepared to continue to strength- 
en them over time, and all coun- 
tries that believe the same thing 
as Canada must be prepared to be 
consistent and continue to apply 
those sanctions.” - Mare Garneau, 
M.P., Liberal Party Foreign Af- 
fairs Critic 

“When Ukraine became in- 
dependent, it signed a memo- 
randum and gave up its nuclear 
weapons. That was so the countries 
that signed on to this respected its 
boundaries. Russia signed on to 
this, and obviously it has not re- 
spected Ukraine’s boundaries.” - 
Colin Carrie, M.P., Parliament- 
ary Secretary to the Minister of 
the Environment 

“The Government of Canada be- 
lieves that the ultimate responsibility 
for the terrible crime and disaster of 
the Malaysian Airlines flight being 
shot down over eastern Ukrainian 
territory rests with the Kremlin and 
President Putin. We join with all free 
and civilized peoples in demand- 
ing accountability for that terrible 
crime.” - Hon. Jason Kenney, Min- 
ister of National Defence 

“Sharing satellite imagery 
with Ukraine has no negative ef- 
fect on Canada’s ability to use 
RADARSAT-2 for supporting 
the defence and security of Can- 
ada[...]I should point out that when 
President Petro Poroshenko vis- 
ited us in Ottawa last autumn, his 
number one ask of Canada was the 
sharing of these RADARSAT im- 
ages to assist Ukraine in having a 
better situational understanding of 
the Russian threat posed within its 
own territory.” - Hon. Jason Ken- 
ney, Minister of National Defence 

“Let there be no doubt, with this 
further military training operation, 
that Canada, Canadians, and the 
Canadian Armed Forces stand side 
by side with our Ukrainian friends 
and partners in sending a message 
of strength and resolve to a bully 
in Vladimir Putin, who only under- 
stands the language of deterrence. 
We continue to stand by the people 
of Ukraine.” - Hon. Jason Ken- 
ney, Minister of National Defence 

“We must not forget that since 
April 2014, according to the UN 
and the World Health Organization, 
more than 6,000 people have died 
and more than 15,000 people have 
been wounded.[...] The number of 
people displaced by the conflict has 
now reached 1.1 million.” - Helene 
Laverdiere, M.P., Laurier-Ste. 
Marie 

“T was very interested to hear what 
the representatives of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress had to say when 
they appeared before the Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
International Development, which 
I am pleased to be a member of. 
Their remarks were so poignant, 
that I would like to quote part of 
their evidence. They said: Canada 
can help foster NGO sector develop- 
ment, especially groups working in 
the areas of human rights, education, 
and law reform, as a vibrant civil 
society is one of the best guarantors 
of Ukraine’s long-term democratic 
evolution.” - Helene Laverdiere, 
M.P., Laurier-Ste Marie 


“Russia has used force to change 
borders in Europe, violating inter- 
national laws and damaging Rus- 
sia’s relations with the west. Rus- 
sia’s illegal annexation of Crimea 
is a violation of the 1994 Budapest 
memorandum, which provided as- 
surance for Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity.” - Hon. Julian Fantino, 
M.P., P.C., Associate Minister of 
National Defence 

“T also want to say regarding the 
military equipment we delivered 
that I was fortunate enough to go 
there to ensure that it was handed 
over in a formal fashion from Can- 
ada to the Ukraine armed forces. 
We also have people over there 
who have done great work, such 
as Lenna Koszarny, who is а Сап- 
adian living in Ukraine. She is an 
accountant. She is working with 
our ambassador, Roman Waschuk. 
She was there to make sure that 
all the aid got delivered. There are 
other volunteers to track its move- 
ment as well. І want to give a big 
shout-out to them for making sure 
that our great military equipment is 
getting into the right hands and is 
being well-used.” - James Bezan, 
M.P. Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of National Defence 

ЗІ do not believe Putin is done 
yet. He is waiting to see how the 
west reacts. I believe the stronger 
our position, the slower he is going 
to move. If we start to try to ap- 
pease his position, we are going to 
see him continue to push on, right 
down to Crimea, right through Ma- 
riupol, which we are already start- 
ing to see. The Minsk peace agree- 
ment is starting to fall apart. There 
is going to be a spring offensive, I 
fear. That could also lead them to 
try to connect right over to Odessa 
and Transnistria.” - James Bezan, 
M.P. Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of National Defence 

“I want to reassure, from our side 
of the House, the people of Ukraine 
that we are there to help the people 
of Ukraine. We are there to help 
them become more independent, 
obviously, to look at strengthening 
institutions, to strengthen their econ- 
omy, to make sure the people, par- 
ticularly in the east who have been 
most adversely affected by this ag- 
gression, are going to get the support 
that we can provide to them.” - Paul 
Dewar, М.Р., Official Opposition 
Foreign Affairs Critic. 

“J had the opportunity yesterday 
to meet with Vira Savchenko, who 
is the sister of Nadiya Savchenko. 
Nadiya Savchenko is being impris- 
oned in Russia. She is a Ukrainian 
woman pilot who was abducted by 
the Russians and is from eastern 
Ukraine. The UN High Commis- 
sioner for Human Rights and inter- 
national governments have urged her 
release from this precarious situation 
she is in. I want to put on the record 
that we should be putting sanctions 
directly related to her case on Rus- 
sian officials. I hope the government 
takes this seriously.” - Paul Dewar, 
M.P., Official Opposition Foreign 
Affairs Critic 

“On behalf of the people of Can- 
ada, we are all here tonight united 
in the determination to not let the 
situation in Ukraine fall from our 
agenda and to ensure that we are 
standing strong in condemnation of 
Vladimir Putin and his actions, his 
invasion in Ukraine. We stand firm 
in support and solidarity with the 
people of Ukraine.” - Peggy Nash, 
M.P., Parkdale-High Park 

“T want to especially give a shout- 
out to Paul Grod and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, because it has 
been the Ukrainian Diaspora that 
has really been vigilant and force- 


ful in demanding accountability 
and support for Ukraine. I really 
want to thank them. There have 
been many long cold vigils and ral- 
lies and it has been a pleasure to 
stand with the community, as many 
of us here have.” - Peggy Nash, 
M.P., Parkdale-High Park 

“There is a point in time when 
we have to call a spade a spade and 
be willing to go forward in a strong 
fashion and speak strongly, and do 
the things that need to be done in 
order to liberate a country that has 
been invaded by another country 
to the point that its freedoms and 
ability to rule itself have been taken 
over.” - Lawrence Toet, M.P., 
Elmwood-Transcona 

“Russia’s flagrant violation of 
Ukrainian sovereignty and territor- 
ial integrity have led to the deaths 
of thousands of innocent civilians 
and the displacement of many 
more thousands of Ukrainians 
within their own country.” - Hon. 
Ed Fast, M.P., P.C., Minister of 
International Trade 

“Our government is grateful for 
the work that private sector or- 
ganizations, such as the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, do in sup- 
porting Ukraine in its time of need. 
I want to recognize the Canada- 
Ukraine Chamber of Commerce, 
which is playing a key role in ex- 
panding the business-to-business 
commercial relationship. Canadian 
companies such as Black Iron, Is- 
kander Energy, Serinus Energy 
and Shelton Petroleum are among 
the many which are anxious to re- 


engage in the Ukrainian economy.” 
- Hon. Ed Fast, M.P., P.C., Minis- 
ter of International Trade 
“Ukrainian trade minister Ai- 
varas Abromavicius and I an- 
nounced this past January that we 
have restarted free trade negotia- 
tions between our two countries. 
This announcement builds on the 
commitment made by our coun- 
tries’ two leaders during President 
Poroshenko’s historic visit to Can- 
ada last year. This trade agreement 
would create new market access 
opportunities and predictable 
conditions for businesses, further 
strengthening our bilateral partner- 
ship. A free trade agreement with 
Ukraine would also help address 
many of the non-tariff barriers 
which presently act as a hindrance 
to Canadian companies wishing to 
do business in Ukraine.” - Hon. 
Ed Fast, М.Р., P.C., Minister of 
International Trade 
“it is important that we use every 
measure at our disposal to help 
Ukraine to move forward, to fight 
back against the aggression that it 
faces from its neighbour in Russia, 
and to fight against the perils in its 
economy right now.” - Linda Dun- 
can, M.P., Edmonton-Strathcona 
"І want to commend the Can- 
adian government, not simply for 
stepping forward and providing 
military training aid. The Minister 
of Citizenship and Immigration 
[..-] travelled to Kyiv and promised 
additional aid. This additional aid is 
exactly in the direction that one of 
Cont. on P. 12 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


PETER GOLDRING ENCOURAGES 
ORGAN DONATIONS 


Inspired by a gift received by my sister, I delivered a statement in 
the House of Commons praising those who donate organs and en- 
couraged others to do the same. It is important that we contribute to 
the well-being and lives of others, through whatever means possible. 

Organ donation is a simple act that can have a profound effect on 
those waiting for transplants and their families, such as my own. My 
sister survives today because of such a gift, a Godsend, to which we 


are all eternally grateful. 


While some organ donations are from living donors, I encour- 
age people to donate their organs after death. On average, organs 
from one individual can be used in eight life-saving procedures such 
as heart transplants. A further 50 people can be positively affected 
through donations of tissue or other organs. 

In 2012, 3,404 Canadians had health needs requiring such a trans- 
plant, but only 2,124 took place. A total of 256 people died while 
on the waiting list. Many more donations are needed. On the whole, 
Canada’s organ donation rate is behind that of countries such as the 


US, Italy, Belgium and Spain. 


Individuals and families selflessly become organ donors, contrib- 
uting this wonderful gift of life when others are most often in mo- 
ments of deep sadness and despair, about to lose a loved one. 

Having experienced this personally with my sister, I encourage this 
generosity and compassion for a second chance to be repeated many 
fold. When the opportunity for a renewed life is available, we must 
think of others for both the sake of those dying and their families. 


What do you think? 


For more information, please contact: “Organ, Tissue and Eye Dona- 
tion’ (Formerly ‘HOPE Program’) at MyHealth. Alberta.ca or through 
the oe cana of Canada at В бер: Мені ieycauadians gc.ca/diseas- 

-ph 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


Вишиті сорочки 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські вісті, May 7 - 20, 7 - 20 травня, 2015 


Святовишиванки"Відмамидодочки-вишитасорочка"? 


Ніжність материнської руки дух народу в колір заплете... 
А над світом, гляньте, а над світом Українська вишивка цвіте! 
(З українських пісень) 


Наталя Гриців 


Українські народні традиції - це та не- В Канаді - це чудова нагода прожити ці 
перервна нитка Життя, що протягом віків традиції особисто. Час біжить швидко 1 два 
в'ється з нашого сьогодення до прадавніх фестивалі, що відбуватимуться цього літа, а 
часів нашого народу. 


Запрошення 
An Invitation 


Everyone is invited to this year Pysanka Festival Display 
and fashion show of traditional and modem Ukrainian 
folk costumes & Vinkopletennia with live flowers. Join us 
at Vegreville, on Saturday, July 4, 12 pm-4 pm. 


For information and registering please contact Hatana 
Гриців, 780-680-2635, artsoflife.ng@gmail.com 


We invite models to show off their costumes. Model 
ages are from 6 month to 100 years old. We will runa 
head piece making workshop before the show. Wreaths 
are made from live flowers, branches and grasses (you 
can bring your own or purchase them at workshop). We 
advice models to join the workshop so that they are 
modeling their costumes with a gorgeous wildflower 
wreath (vinok). 


9:00 a.m. - Pancake Breakfast 


MONDAY 
MAY 18 


10 AM - 5 PM 


GATES OPEN AT 9 AM 


780.662.3640 | 25 mindles east of Edmonlon on Hark 16 
ukrainianvillage.ca 


Багаточисельні українські фестивалі 


саме: Писанка в Вегревілі та Дауфинський 


Фестиваль танцю 


Weicome the 2015 summer season with the 
thrilling spectacle of Ukrainian dance. 


10:00 a.m. - Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas Russa-Greek Orthodox Church 
12:00 p.m. - Ukrainian dance concert featuring aver 400 dancers from across Alberta 
1:30 p.m. - Building Restoration Process Presentation 


ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: Ukrainian Dance from Vilage to Stage exhibit from the Київ Ройкіоге 
Centre - Costume Exhibit from the Ukrainian Catholic Women's League of Canasta Museum - 
Ukrainian Reading Together Ant Display - Musical Entertainment - Vilage Market - Ghikdren’s 
Activities - Wagan Rides — Historic Vifage - Ukrainian food end Niore! 

CONCERT HEADLINE GROUP VOLYA Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 


Special Events Admission charged. For tree acimission. show your current Experience Alberta's 
History Pass ог Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society membership card 


фестиваль, випадаючи в близькім околі до 
Купальського свята середини літа, нади- 
хнули мене i інших любителів фольклору 
на організацію Свята вишиванки "Від мами 
до дочки - вишита сорочка". 
ставка і показ вишиванок та українського 
стародавнього і сучасного одягу. 

Перед Святом Вишиванки буде про- 
вінкоплетення 
вінків з живих квітів, зілля, трав, гілля 


водитися 


Це буде ви- 


Купальських 


та ягід кущів і дерев (приносьте квіти 
свої, або замовте у нас за невелику пла- 
ту). Заохочуємо моделей взяти участь у 
вінкоплетенні, щоб моделювати у вінку. 

Народне прислів'я каже «Без верби і ка- 
лини нема України». До цього прислів'я 
ми додаємо 
калини нема України». 
пам'ять наших предків, шануйомо їхню 
любов до народного одягу. 


«Без вишиванки, верби і 
Шануймо світлу 


На Львівщині вшанували 100-річчя 
перемоги січових стрільців 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 
3 травня відбулось традиційне 
сходження на гору Маківка, 
що у Сколівському районі 
Львівщини. Тут на місці по- 
ховання українських січових 
стрільців (УСС), де 100 років 
тому відбувались запеклі бої, 
відбулась панахида, віче i 
реконструкція одного бою. 

«Там на горі, на Маківці, там 
ся били січовії стрільці. Хлопці, 
підемо, боротися будемо. За 
Україну, за вільнії права й дер- 
жаву» - це улюблена пісня бага- 
тьох. Її співали на горі Маківка, 
вшановуючи 100-ліття перемоги 
стрільців. 

Серед тих, хто піднявся на 


Aberbos 


гору Маківка, був Іван Пащак, 
дід якого Василь мужньо бо- 
ровся там 100 років тому. Дід 
пішов у січові стрільці, коли мав 
27 років. Тоді з села у це добро- 
вольче збройне формування, що 
було у складі австрійської армії, 
записались 27 хлопців. Але до- 
дому повернулись шість, Василь 
Пащак був поранений у ногу i 
шкутильгав усю решту свого 
життя. «Вони були такі ж герої, 
як і зараз наші хлопці воюють 
на Сході. Воювали за свої землі, 
свій народ», - каже Іван Пащак. 

Січові | стрільці | захищали 
Маківку у дуже нерівному бою, 
їх було у чотири рази менше, 
аніж росіян. Запеклі бої три- 
вали з 29 квітня до 3 травня. 
Українські стрільці тоді врешті 
втратили гору, але це обернулось 
для них перемогою, а для росіян 
поразкою: через значні втрати 
росіяни вже через дев'ять днів 
змушені були відступити. У цих 
боях легіон січових стрільців 
втратив понад 40 бійців, назива- 
ють цифру й іншу - близько 70 
осіб, 76 були поранені, кілька 
десятків потрапили у полон. 

«Битва на Маківці - це пер- 
ша велика спроба галицьких 
українців стати самим активним 
чинником історії, стати ковалями 
й творцями свого майбутнього», 
- писала 2 травня 1915 року га- 
зета «Діло». 

У січові стрільці записува- 
лись неповнолітні особи, тому 
їхні батьки мали надавати їм 
дозвіл. Основу легіону УСС 
становили молоді патріотично 
виховані люди, які лише вчора 
були студентами і гімназистами. 
Українська збройна формація 
виникла у складі австрійського 
війська у серпні 1914 року у 
Львові. Легіон налічував дві з 
половиною тисячі стрільців, 
добровольців було понад 20 
тисяч. У роки Першої світової 
війни січові стрільці воювали 
проти військ Антанти. 

Біля могил січових стрільців 
відбулась панахида i віче. 
Цьогоріч приїхало, як ніколи, 
багато людей. Чимало говорили 
про те, що треба переосмислити 
події столітньої давнини через 
призму подій на Донбасі. 

Макар i Hagia  Гаталяки 


приїхали на гору Маківку зі 
Львова. Зумисно вбрались так, як 
одягались люди сто років тому. 
Надія - у бойківському строї, 
Макар -у формі австрійського 
офіцера. 

«Це важлива подія для кожно- 
го українця - 100 років бою, який 
був визначний у Першу світову 
війну. Сюди дійшли російські 
війська. Це була своєрідна точ- 
ка визволення України. Ми 
приїхали з донькою, вона має 
виховуватись змалечку на таких 
історичних подіях», - зауважило 
подружжя. 

Чимало людей порівнювали 
битву столітньої давнини з су- 
часними військовими подіями 
на Донбасі, кажучи, що тисячі 
бійців захищають Україну і є 
патріотами своєї країни, як ними 
були січові стрільці. 

Учасники товариства пошуку 
жертв війни «Пам'ять» показали 
театралізовану | реконструкцію 
одного з боїв на горі Маківка, 
як підрозділи російської 
імператорської армії закріпились 
на одній із вершин гори, вибивши 
з цих позицій вояків австрійської 
армії, i на допомогу прийшов 
легіон УСС. Глядачі емоційно 
спостерігали за дійством і пе- 
ремогу українських стрільців 
привітали оплесками і вигуками 
«Слава героям!» 

«Оборона тривала три дні, і 
вона зупинила наступ Південно- 
західного фронту у напрямку 
Угорщини. Після цього російські 
війська відступали, а в наступ 
пішли австро-угорські війська. 
Ці жертви в боях на горі не 
були марними, а дали пози- 
тивний результат на Південно- 
Західному фронті. Перша світова 
війна відрізнялась від сучасної 
нинішньої тим, що була суцільна 
лінія оборони, ось як тягнуться 
гори, так і була лінія оборони», 
- говорить учасник товариства 
«Пам'ять» Любомир Горбач. За 
оцінками істориків, перемога у 
бою на горі Маківка стала важ- 
ливою сторінкою в військовій 
історії України. 

У 1999 році на горі Маківці 
був відкритий меморіал, 
впорядковані могили січових 
стрільців, на них люди поклали 
квіти і запалили свічки. 


Ukrainian Меу/5/Українські вісті, May 7 - 20, 7 - 20 травня, 2015 


St. Магіїп 5 Struny Orchestra 


ECS Ukrainian Bilingual 
Program celebrates 40 years 


(UkrNews)—Over 300 people 
attended the 40th Anniversary cele- 
bration of the Ukrainian Bilingual 
Program at Edmonton Catholic 
Schools, held at the Meridian Cen- 
tre, April 24. 

It was sponsored by the by Ed- 
monton Catholic Schools (ECS), 
the Ukrainian Bilingual Parent Ad- 
visory Society (UBPAS), and the 
Ukzainian Bilingual Language As- 
sociation of Alberta. 

The program is currently offered 
at four schools within the Catholic 
system, St. Martin and St. Matthew 
Elementary, St, Kevin Junior High 
and Austin O’Brien High School. 
Close to 600 students are enrolled. 

The Ukrainian Bilingual Pro- 
gram is also offered in Elk Island 
Catholic Schools and the Vegre- 
ville Public system. 

The elementary program has 
been discontinued in the Edmonton 
Public Schools (EPS) system but a 
Ukrainian International Bilingual 
Program is still offered at M. E. 
Lazerte High School. 

First started in 1974 with 120 
students, the program has increased 
tenfold across all districts 

Inl1979 the Program extended 
to grade 9. Other districts in Al- 
berta, and surrounding provinces, 
followed Edmonton’s model and 
established bilingual programs of 
their own. 

In 1983 the program was fur- 
ther extended to high school and 
in 1986 produced its first class of 
grade 12 graduates. 

The Ukrainian dance academy 
program was introduced in 2009, 
embellishing the already well es- 
tablished Ukrainian program. The 
dance academies of St. Martin’s & 
St. Matthew’s schools have grown 
to over 125 students this year, 

Bringing greetings from the 
school district, ECS Superintend- 
ent Joan Carr stated that “the 
Ukrainian Bilingual program is a 


shining example of what happens 
when the community, the school, 
and the Church join forces to pro- 
vide a faith based, culturally rich 
education for children”. 

“We are also so proud that this 
significant program has not only 
consistently demonstrated excep- 
tional academic achievement in 
our children, it has also achieved 
among the highest rates of high 
school completion and transition to 
post-secondary education. 

“This academic success is a cele- 
bration of the Ukrainian Bilingual 
students who have been inspired 
and encouraged by dedicated and 
passionate parents and staff that are 
committed to ensuring a positive 
blending of community, education 
and faith,” she added. 

Speaking on behalf of the Board 
of Trustees, Ward 75 Trustee John 
Acheson commended parents for 
first advocating for the program, 
then raising money for transpor- 
tation, equipment, materials, and 
supplies and ensuring its continu- 
ing growth and evolution. 

“The point in all this is that it 
was the parents who started the 
program and it was the parents 
who nourished it over these past 40 
years. 

“What I have outlined is also a 
reflection of Church teaching. That 
teaching is unequivocal in point- 
ing out that it is the parents who 
are responsible for the education 
of their children. This has certainly 
been manifested in what you have 
done for hundreds of your children 
in creating the Ukrainian Bilingual 
Program,” he added. 

In her closing remarks, Marian 
Butz-Gauk, President of UBPAS 
noted that many people have con- 
tributed to the success of the pro- 
gram. 

“Clergy, administrators and 
community leaders, teachers and 
students, parents and families, 


government departments and offi- 
cials...these all deserve our heart- 
felt thanks. And since many stu- 
dents over the years have bravely 
used their language skills when 
they felt they were inadequate, I 
will not so bravely...try to do the 
same,” she stated. 

“We have proven that a program 
such as ours helps raise children 
not only to be proud participants 
of our community, but also global 
citizens in a world where the skills 
of international communication are 
both necessary and highly prized.,” 
added Butz-Gauk. 

MCs for the evening were Bo- 
hdarian Zorniak, a former student 
of the ECS bilingual program and 
Stephan Pacholok, former student 
of the EPS program. 

St. Martin’s Struny Orchestra 
opened the evening with a musical 
program. There were also perform- 
ances by the St. Martin and St. 
Matthew Dance Academy, as well 
as a special guest appearance by 
the Shumka Dancers. 
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Українська душа 


Ukrainian Buffet 
every Sunday 
4:30 - 8:30 pm 
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Fitness Centre 


No charge wireless high speed internet access 
Complimentary Full Hot Breakfast Buffet 


Because you give... 


The Good News of Our Lord is 
shared with our brothers and 
sisters in remote and isolated 
mission across our vast land. 


“Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove every obstruction from my 


people’s way.’ —Isaiah 57:14 


Your support will help provide funding for the repair of church wall at 
St. Gertrude mission in Pelican Narrows, Northern Saskatchewan. 
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Повернення 
вкрадених активів: 
хто 1 що гальмує? 


Євген Солонина, Олена Лановенко, Радіо Свобода 

Українські суди не винесли жодного вироку, який дав би змогу по- 
вернути активи, виведені за кордон попередньою владою. Це визна- 
ють і експерти, й журналісти, і самі ж представники Генпрокуратури, 
які відповідають за розслідування злочинів команди Віктора Яну- 
ковича. У посольстві США проблему вбачають і в технологічному 
відставанні українських слідчих, і в корумпованості правоохорон- 
них органів та судів. Натомість у Генеральній прокуратурі України 
наголошують: після ухвалення закону про заочне кримінальне 
переслідування справи підуть швидше, 

Україна наразі не може повернути активи, виведені за кордон уря- 
довцями та оточенням екс-президента Віктора Януковича, оскільки 
українські суди ще не винесли жодного вироку щодо цих рахунків, 
бізнесу та нерухомості. Про це заявив заступник генерального про- 
курора Віталій Касько під час міжнародної конференції з повернен- 
ня вкрадених активів, яка пройшла 27 квітня у Києві. 

«Нам усім хотілося би повернути активи, які були набуті злочин- 
ним шляхом, і частина з яких нині за кордоном. Однак в українському 
правовому полі термін «злочинні активи» означає, що їхнє неза- 
конне походження підтвердив вирок суду. Нині жодна резонансна 
справа щодо повернення активів до суду не передана», - зауважив 
Віталій Касько. 

Він пояснює це як не реформованістю української судової систе- 
ми, так і певними недоліками його власного відомства. Головною 
ж перешкодою з українського боку для повернення активів Віталій 
Касько називає те, що донедавна українське законодавство не пе- 
редбачало заочного кримінального переслідування, а більшість 
власників незаконних активів, знаючи це, переховувалися від суду в 
Росії. 

Тим часом, Євросоюз продовжив на рік санкції проти майна 18 
осіб, представників попередньої української влади. Серед них - 
екс-президент Віктор Янукович та його сини Олександр і Віктор, 

- останній з яких нещодавно начебто загинув. Проти частини оточен- 
ня екс-президента, зокрема, проти Андрія Портнова, санкції в ЄС не 
продовжили. 

Генпрокуратура готує матеріали для заочного кримінального 
переслідування Віктора Януковича та його оточення, а тим часом 
державі повернули частину від тих активів екс-президента і його 
бізнес-партнерів, які залишилися в Україні, повідомив Віталій Кась- 
ко. 

«Ми змогли повернути державі колишні маєтки Януковича 
Межигіря, Сухолуччя, щотижня якісь активи ми забираємо в родини 
Клюєвих. Це і земельні ділянки, і родовища», - звітує представник 
Генпрокуратури. 

На це головний редактор «Української правди» Севгіль Мусаєва- 
Боровик зауважила: український уряд, прокуратура та інші 
правоохоронні органи працюють неприпустимо повільно. За її сло- 
вами, за три місяці поточного року до бюджету України поверну- 
ли корупційних активів на мізерну суму: 5 тисяч 14 гривень та 5 
копійок. й 3 

Для порівняння, уряд Арсенія Яценюка планував залучити до бюд- 
жету цього року 1,5 мільярди гривень доходів від конфіскованого 
майна. Водночас Державна служба фінансового моніторингу нара- 
хувала з початку року сумнівних банківських транзакцій (які можуть 
мати корупційну природу) на суму 300 мільярдів гривень, підсумовує 
Мусаєва-Боровик, Пізніше публікація з подібним змістом вийшла на 
«Українській правді». 

Зісвогобоку, керівникпарламентського комітету зпротидії корупції, 
депутат від «Самопомочі» Єгор Соболєв закликав представників 
Генпрокуратури та новоствореного Антикорупційного бюро «не по- 
яснювати причини поразки, а говорити про те, як перемогти». 

«Я добре знаю керівників ГПУ, Мін'юсту й Антикорупційного 
бюро, i ви мене знаєте. Якщо вам бракує якихось законів для 
ефективної роботи - приходьте до парламенту, ми ухвалимо! А доки 
вони не ухвалені, використовуйте по максимуму чинне законодав- 
ство. Низка зарубіжних фахівців підтверджують, що діючих законів 
достатньо для того, щоб досягнути прогресу в поверненні незаконно 
привласненого українського майна», — вважає Соболев. 

Для прискорення процесу він закликає ГІТУ та інші правоохоронні 
органи звільнити слідчих, які не змогли довести до кінця 
«антикорупційні» справи. 

Для повернення активів до України з-за кордону держава потребує 
і політичної волі, й технологій, і сучасного обладнання, зауважив, 
відповідаючи на запитання Радіо Свобода, юридичний радник по- 
сольства США в Україні Джеффрі Коул. Але, на його думку, ключо- 

вою умовою для повернення вкрадених грошей є подолання корупції 
у прокуратурі та в судах. 

«США допомагає Україні у справі повернення активів: конкрет- 
ними діями, інформацією, технологіями. Так, окрема група ФБР 
у Вашингтоні опікується цим питанням, щодня працівники бюро 
контактують з українськими правоохоронцями. Але треба боротися 
i з нинішньою корупцією, зокрема в судах. Бо інакше Україна не 
отримуватиме міжнародної фінансової допомоги, якої вона зараз 
потребує. Так, ми бачимо значний прогрес: міністерства та прокура- 
тура викорінюють корупцію з-поміж своїх працівників. Але багато в 
чому треба діяти агресивніше!», - наголошує Джеффрі Коул. 

За його словами, представники США працюватимуть над тим, 
щоб Україна якнайшвидше змогла повернути «Ti активи, з якими це 
зробити найпростіше», i могла рухатися далі. 


Оксана Челепіс 


Одеса - місто високої культури, 
місто джазу, місто толерантних i 
врівноважених людей. Протягом 
тривалого часу в Росії Одещи- 
ну вважали однією з найбільше 
проросійськи налаштованих об- 
ластей в Україні. Однак зараз, 
багато що змінилося. 

Повного спокою в місті немає 
- з кінця квітня минулого року 
тут прогриміло 22 вибухи, на 
щастя, без жертв, а в місто навіть 
ввели підрозділи Національної 
гвардії, аби допомогти міліції 
боротися з підривниками. 

Портрет цього міста 
складається з тисячі деталей, але 
не відразу можна розгледіти його 
справжні риси. 

I ось у цьому непростому 
місті, в якому десятиліттями не 
відбувалося жодних українських 
імпрез, а стіни Одеської опе- 
ри давно не чули української 
пісні, з великим успіхом прой- 
шов Міжнародний українсько- 
американсько-канадський  про- 
ект, який зібрав найкращих су- 
часних українських виконавців 
на сцені і повну залу глядачів на 
півтори тисячі місць. 

Алекс Гутмахер, продюсер із 
Нью-Йорка вирішив здійснити 


свою давню мрію  - прове- 
сти | українську | культурно- 
мистецьку  імпрезу, зібравши 


співаків, які виконують пісні 
його улюбленої співачки, на 
сцені Оперного театру рідного 
міста. Відверто кажучи, це було 
досить складне завдання: залу- 
чити українських виконавців з 
різних міст і навіть країн (Києва, 
Львова, Одеси і Канади). Але 
задумане не лише здійснилося, 
концерт став помітним явищем 
у культурному житті Одеси, 
яка є стратегічним містом для 
української державності. Отже, 
4 квітня 2015 року вперше на 
сцені Одеського Національного 
Академічного Театру Опери i 
Балету за сприяння Українсько- 
Американської Координаційної 
Ради, за підтримки Міністерства 


культури України вперше 
відбувся українсько - амери- 
канський культурний 0 проект 


«НЕЗАБУТНЯ КВІТКАУ, при- 
свячений пам'яті американської 
співачки українського походжен- 
ня - Квітки Цісик. За всі роки 
існування проекту "НЕЗАБУТ- 
НЯ КВІТКАУ, а він розпочав- 
ся у 2007 році у Нью-Йорку, за 
багаточисельними проханнями 
одеситів він пройшов у південній 
перлині України, у славетному 
Одеському  Оперному Театрі, 
саме в день народження Квітки 
Цісик (04.04.1954.-03.28.1998.) 
Задовго до початку концерту 
перед театром зібралася вишука- 
на одеська публіка в очікуванні 
свята, яке в результаті виявило- 
ся справді грандіозною подією і 
привернула багато уваги з боку 
публіки, громадськості і преси. 
В цей день в Одеському Опер- 
ному театрі був повний аншлаг 
- бійці із зони АТО, яких стоячи 
вітала уся зала тривалими опле- 
сками, активісти Євромайдану, 
представники обласної та міської 
влади, але, насамперед — оде- 
сити, шанувальники творчості 
Квітки Цісик і української пісні. 
Вперше зі Львова, зі скарб- 
ниць української культури - 
Музично-меморіального Музею 
Соломії Крушельницької були 
представлені глядачам особисті 
речі Квітки Цісик, передані ро- 
диною співачки у 2011p. Міні — 
виставка, підготовлена та оформ- 
лена працівниками музею та 
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Незабутня Квітка в Одесі 


Фото -- Наталі Костроміно 


Стефанії Романюк 


представлена директором цього 
музею - Галиною Тихобаєвою, 
була розміщена у фойє театру, 
тому усі, хто прийшов на концерт 
змогли побачити особисті речі 
Квітки, її улюблені квіти - маки, 
ноти та слова пісень, записаних 
її рукою, родинні фотографії. 

Пісні 3 /- альбомів Квітки 
Цісик виконували не тільки 
українські зірки, котрі приїхали 
вшанувати / пам'ять співачки, 
серед яких - Джамала, Окса- 
на Муха - володарка Гран-Прі 
першого міжнародного конкур- 
су українського романсу імені 
Квітки Цісик, Павло Табаков, 
Ілларія, Віталій Козловський, 
скрипаль Кирило Стеценко, 
одеський вокальний гурт «ДЮК 
ТАЙМ» та інші. 

Особливо глядачі очікували 
на виступ спеціальної гості - 
канадської співачки українського 
походження  Стефанії 0 Рома- 
нюк, яка приїхала з Калгарі не 
тільки для участі в концерті, а 
й з благодійними проектами у 
Львові та Києві. Стефанії прита- 
манна класична манера співу, і її 
чистий глибокий голос особливо 
вирізнявся у залі одеської опери 
під час акапельного виконання 
однієї з улюблених пісень Квітки 
- «Журавлі». 

В Одеському оперному театрі 
панувала з особлива  атмосфе- 
ра: щира і привітна енергетика, 
гарячі аплодисменти, вигуки 
«Браво» лунали із глядацької 
зали. Приємною несподіванкою 
стала поява державних прапорів 
України і США на одному 
з балконів театру.  Надзви- 
чайно тепло вітали виступи 
українських зірок, які викону- 
вали одну пісню з репертуару 
Квітки Цісик, іншу з власного. 
Із репертуару Квітки Джамала 
заспівала знамениту «Ой верше, 
мій верше», Ілларія «Ой ходить 
сон коло вікон», Павло Табаков 
у дуеті з Оксаною Мухою «You 
Light Up My Life» («Ти світло 
мого життя»). 

Захоплення і радість одеситів 
призначалися не тільки Квітці 
Цісик, котру знають і люблять в 
Одесі, а й сучасним виконавцям, 
котрі | своєю | природністю, 
щирістю і талантом підкорили 
серця гостей Оперного театру. 
Особливою була реакція публіки 
на виступи львівських артистів 
Павла Табакова i Оксани Мухи 
та канадської співачки Стефанії 
Романюк. 

На імпрезі був присутній ви- 


конавчий директор Українсько - 
Американської Координаційної 
Ради - Андрій Ластовецький 
(Нью-Йорк), який виступив із 
привітанням та словами щирої 
подяки організаторам. 

Традиційно кожний захід про- 
екту "НЕЗАБУТНЯ КВІТКА" 
є не тільки культурно-освітнім, 
а перш за все - благодійним, 
тому частина коштів (50 ти- 
сяч гривень) від / продажу 
квитків була передана в одесь- 
кий онкологічний центр для 
профілактики та лікування раку 
молочної залози серед жінок 
Одещини. «Я впевнений, що 
в Одеській області нарешті 
з'явиться пересувний мамограф, 
а також вулиця Квітки Цісик, - 
заявив на концерті засновник 
українсько-американського про- 
екту «Незабутня Квітка» Алекс 
Гутмахер. 

Фінал концерту був особливо 

зворушливим, коли усі присутні 
- i співаки, і організатори Ha 
сцені , і глядачі в залі, стоячи 
заспівали знамениту  «Черем- 
шину» разом із записом голосу 
Квітки. 
Найголовнішим результатом є те, 
що цей проект відбуватиметься в 
Одесі щороку, до нього долуча- 
тимуться нові виконавці, у пла- 
нах продюсера проекту Алекса 
Гутмахера - проведення таких 
імпрез в Миколаєві, Херсоні, 
Дніпропетровську Ta 0 інших 
містах, оскільки популяризація 
української пісні на сході та 
півдні України є надзвичайно 
важливою справою. 

На тлі війни і горя, в які за- 
нурена країна, цей концерт 
став подією, що стверджує 
українську культуру. Україна 
має великий потенціал для куль- 
турного переосмислення i са- 
мовизначення, перебуваючи 
в надзвичайно складних умо- 
вах. У кризові часи українська 
культурна ідентичність, незва- 
жаючи на свою неоднорідність, 
виливається 57 культурне 
об'єднання, та сприяє культурно- 
му сплескові. Відповідальність 3a 
розвиток держави несе не тільки 
український політикум, але та- 
кож і українське громадянське 
суспільство. I наскільки воно 
буде цілісним, у великій мірі за- 
лежить від того, наскільки буде 
потужною українська культура, 
яка зможе впливати на світогляд, 
настільки з такий вибір буде 
здійснюватись у майбутньому i 
на користь українського народу. 
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UCU rector’s book pays 
tribute to UGCC martyrs 


(UkrNews)—A new book by the 
rector of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University in Lviv pays tribute to 
the martyrs of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church who suffered and 
gave their lives for their faith. 

In presenting his two-volume 
Ukrainian-language opus “The 
Clergy of the Peremyshl Eparchy 
and the Apostolic Administra- 
tion of Lemkivshchyna” at St’ 
Josaphat’s Parish Hall Verkhoy- 
yna in Edmonton, April 30, Rev. 
Bohdan (Boguslaw Antony) Prach 
noted that the main goal of his 
work was to portray those heroes 
as an example for our time. 

Those who would not give up 
their faith and join the Russian 
Orthodox Church when the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Church was oppressed 
by Soviet authorities following 
their re-occupation of western 
Ukraine in 1944 did so because of 
their principals, which we need to 
follow today "50 that we don’t have 
temptation for corruption, that we 
don’t have temptation for betrayal, 
so that we don’t have temptation 
for the easy life, that for us is very 
important,” he said 

The first volume of his work 
consists of biographical studies 
of priests and faithful during the 
period of 1939, when the Soviets 
first occupied western Ukraine and 
1989, when the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church was legalized. 

The study by Rev. Bohdan ex- 
plores the history of the Peremyshl 
eparchy and the Apostolic Admin- 
istration of Lemkivshchyna during 
this tumultuous and tragic period 
of when the Church saw the ex- 
treme hardships of World War II; 
Soviet, German, and Polish repres- 
sions; the forced liquidation of its 
ecclesial structures; and the im- 
prisonment, exile or deportation of 
both clergy and faithful. 


Rey. Bohdan Prach at the Edmonton launch 


Based on extensive archival ma- 
terials and numerous interviews 
with witnesses and relatives of the 
victims, it reconstructs the life, the 
ministry, and in many cases also 
the confessorship and martyrdom 
of the Eparchy’s bishops, clergy, 
and religious. 

It also traces the life stories of 
many students of the Peremyshl 
Greek-Catholic Seminary in the 
last years of its existence. 

The second yolume consists of 
documents and materials, based on 
extensive archival materials and 
numerous interviews with witness- 
es and relatives of the victims. 

Fr. Prach noted that before World 
War If the Peremyshl Eparchy 
covered a geographic area from 
Krakow to Lviv and consisted of 
500,000 faithful, 1,000 priest and 
70 parishes. 

But when the Soviet first came in 
1939, they hunted down priests and 
murdered thousands of prisoner 


before Nazi Germany invaded’ in 
1941. 

The Nazis set out to destroy the 
Ukrainian intelligentsia and began 
deporting people to Germany for 
forced labour. 

When the Soviets returned in 
1944 they began massive depor- 
tations of Ukrainians from lands 
allocated to Poland and Poles 
from lands that were added to the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lic. 

Priests had a choice of joining 
the ROC or facing exile to Siberia 
and death. 

The Edmonton event was co-or- 
ganized by the Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Foundation, the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Brotherhood of Can- 
ada (Edmonton Eparchy), the Can- 
adian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
and St. John’s Institute. 

Launches of this book were held 
previously in Montreal, April 25 
and Toronto, April 26. 


Ukraine’s former trade minister 
to head new school at UCU 


(UCEF)—Pavlo Sheremeta, for- 
mer Minister of Economic Develop- 
ment and Trade of Ukraine, will be 
heading the new School of Public 
Management of the Ukrainian Cath- 
olic University (UCU), which will 
be launched in September. 

The school is being opened in 
order to prepare highly-qualified 
managers for positions in central 
and regional structures of govern- 
ment and local self-government. 
Sheremeta is head of the Advisory 
Council of UCU’s Lviv Business 
School. 

UCU’s School of Public Man- 
agement will work in three direc- 
tions. Therefore, in September 
2015, the beginning of a year and 
a half long Master’s Program in 
Public Administration (MPA) is 
planned. Short-term and average- 
term programs for state managers 
will also be offered. The creation of 
a Research-Analysis Center is also 
foreseen, 

“The School of Public Admin- 
istration is today’s proposal from 
UCU for tomorrow’s leaders in 
state management, local self-goy- 
ernment, and the community sec- 
tors. This is a proposal to prepare 
oneself and one’s team for an ef- 


fective ‘service, witnessing, and 
interaction’ for the development of 
our country,” comments Sheremeta. 

The goal of UCU’s School of 
Public Management is to raise to 
the level of current international 
standards of professional know- 
ledge, abilities, and skills of those 
individuals who already have pos- 
itions in government services, and 
the appropriate preparation of pro- 
fessionals who plan to work in goy- 
ernmental structures. The organiz- 
ers themselves outline the goals of 
the school: to raise in government 
servants such values as service to 
the Ukrainian people, a guarantee 
of justice, and the preservation of 
human rights and freedoms, which 
should enable an effective trans- 
formation into a social, legal, and 
democratic state and its integration 
into the European Community. 

The creation of the school fol- 
lowed the examples of the best 
schools in the world, such as Har- 
vard’s Kennedy School and the Fels 
Institute of Government at Yale 
University with adaptations to the 
Ukrainian context. The program 
was developed by UCU lectur- 
ers, together with Terry Anderson, 
professor of Public Administra- 


tion at Troy University who came 
to Ukraine as part of the Fulbright 
program. 

The rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University, Fr. Bohdan 
Prach, PhD, explains this step of 
UCU: “In order that quality chan- 
ges take place in Ukraine, it is im- 
portant that new faces appear in re- 
sponsible positions. New managers 
who will work in government in- 
stitutions should master appropri- 
ate knowledge and competencies. 
UCU’s School of Public Manage- 
ment will become that platform 
where managers will be able to gain 
the necessary qualifications and the 
instruments for implementing ef- 
fective reforms in Ukraine. Faith, 
persistency, and insistence are the 
key factors in carrying out reforms. 
Therefore, we believe that together, 
with one front, we will be able to 
change the system and make soci- 
ety better. We were able to involve 
people in UCU’s School of Public 
Administration who have a very 
extensive network of contacts, 
experience in working in varying 
areas, understand today’s challen- 
ges, and know how to search for 
solutions that are related to these 
challenges.” 
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Dr. Roman Petryshyn, founder 
of the Ukrainian Resource and 
Development Centre at MacEwan 
University, will retire on June 30, 
2015. Ukrainian News (UN) asked 
him what kind of projects have 
been completed and what impact 
URDC has had on people in Ed- 
monton, Canada and Ukraine after 
28 years of activity. 

UN: What Kind of Projects has 
URDC done? How much external 
funding has URDC raised? Given 
the small staff at URDC, how did 
you organize these projects? 

Initially between 1987-90, as 
part of multicultural program- 
ming, URDC’s work focused on 
the potential for developing more 
advanced networks of Ukrainian 
Canadian dance, choirs and visual 
artists. For example, we helped 
volunteers to establish the Alberta 
Council for the Ukrainian Arts and, 
to this day, URDC administers the 
ACUA annual competition for its 
financial award. URDC continues 
to provide staff time and expertise 
in developing new community or- 
ganizations that are needed to re- 
spond to emerging needs. 

After Ukraine became indepen- 
dent URDC turned its attention to 
assisting Ukrainian post-secondary 
institutions to speed up the mod- 
егпігайоп and westernization of 
Ukrainian educational programs. 
These took place in disciplines oth- 
er than those available in Ukrainian 
studies at the U of A. For example 


. URDC developed projects in agri- 


business, nursing education, busi- 
ness education, deafness and in- 
clusive education. I have published 
several articles describing some of 
these projects in the series Zakh- 
idno Kanadskyj Zbirnyk published 
in Edmonton by NTSh in volumes 
38, 44 and 45. 

Over the past 23 years (1992- 
2015) URDC has developed and 
successfully implemented a num- 
ber of small and large scale exter- 


- nally-funded projects. 


« URDC Awards Program for the 
Ulkzainian Canadian Arts and Mul- 
ticulturalism (1994 to the present; 
Grants to writers, choral Music, 
digital productions. distributed ap- 
proximately $40,000) 

« Three -year, 66 Person, Farm- 
ers Exchange Programs (1991- 
1993, $520,000)_ 

- Farm Management Learning 
Materials (1991-1993 and 1994- 
96, $1.2 million) 

*Collaboration with National 


Cont. from P. 1 


my colleagues mentioned tonight, 
which is building civil society and 
its ability to hold its government 
accountable. “ - Linda Duncan, 
M.P., Edmonton-Strathcona 
“Canada has expedited and pri- 
oritized new bilateral development 
assistance programming to sup- 
port Ukraine, more than doubling 
the development assistance budget 
over traditional levels. Since Janu- 
ary 2014, Canada has committed 
more than $578 million in fund- 
ing to assist Ukraine. Of this, $139 
million is for increased bilateral 
development assistance, or more 
specifically, to advance democracy 
and the rule of law, and to stimu- 
late sustainable economic growth.” 
- Lois Brown, M.P., Parliament- 
ary Secretary to the Minister of 
International Development 
“There is a new medical mission 
leaving this week on a Diaspora- 
led mission and recently as well 
Canada has sent 1,100 tactical 


University of Kyiv Mohyla Acad- 
emy (NaUKMA, 1994-2012, 
$80,000 in travel grants) 

« Nursing Learning Materials 
(1995-2005, value $ 40,000) 
Canadian Business Management 
Diploma Program in Ukraine 
(1997-2011, value $ 1.7 million) 

e Research in Special Educa- 
tion and Deaf Studies (1999-2014, 
$120,000 in travel grants and sub- 
sidies to summer camps) 

« CIDA Canadian Student Interns 
Work on Disabilities in Ukraine 
(2007-08, $40,000) 

¢ Inclusive Education for Chil- 
dren with Disabilities in Ukraine 
(2008-2013, URDC managed $1.8 
million of a $ 4.9 million grant) 

* Prairies Agricultural Universi- 
ties Initiative in Ukraine (PAUIU, 
2010-present, $50,000 in travel 
costs by partners) 

¢ Inter-University Consortium 
NaUKMA/TSMU/MacEwan 
(2013 to present, $60,000) 

e MacEwan Nursing Course оп 
Trauma Management for TSMU 
(2015, 515.000) 

Research Project “Democratic 
Reform of the Government of 
Ukraine” (2015 to 2018, $220,000) 

Altogether URDC has attracted 
and spent a total of approximately 
$5.9 million to carry out these proj- 
ects in Ukraine. They were carried 
out by faculty from MacEwan and 
other universities in Canada. For 
example URDC brought together 
faculty from MacEwan, Concordia, 
Alberta, Manitoba and Victoria 
universities to work on the Inclu- 
sion Education project in Ukraine. 

UN: Which projects do you think 
were most successful and had the 
greatest impact? What are the main 
success factors? 

The impact of URDC’s work 
can be measured by the outcomes 
it brings to various beneficiaries. 
These include URDC partners in 
Ukraine, the Ukrainian Canadian 
community, and internal partners at 
MacEwan University. 

Taking the latter case first, I be- 
lieve the endowment mechanisms 
with the MacEwan Foundation 
have proven very successful and 
long lasting. Community endow- 
ment gifts have been matched by 
Alberta government sources and 
$6.9 million of funds have been 
professionally managed by the 
MacEwan Foundation and yielded 
an expected revenue return. De- 
spite inevitable dips in market val- 
ue, annual revenues have enabled 


medical units and 238 sets of state- 
of-the-art night vision goggles 
to Ukraine’s army. I also praise 
Canadians in Ukraine like Lenna 
Koszarny and others who in col- 
laboration with Canada’s Ambas- 
sador to Ukraine, Roman Waschuk, 
have ensured that all materiel has 
been sent, received and delivered 
accordingly.” -Ted Opitz, M.P., 
Etobicoke-Centre 

“The Ukrainian forces need that 
reinforcement. І know their people 
are battle-hardened, however, they 
need to understand the fundamen- 
tals of training, they need to be able 
to train themselves eventually. As a 
former trainer on many courses my- 
self, it is important that all of this 
is reinforced and that we provide 
the fundamentals to the Ukrainian 
armed forces so that they can carry 
on forward themselves in future 
years, keeping their army strong 
and well-trained.” - Ted Opitz, 
M.P., Etobicoke-Centre 

“The real heroes are those in- 


Dr. Roman Petryshyn, 


MacEwan to staff URDC and carry 
out programming for almost three 
decades. This should remain the 
case in the future and, indeed, in 
perpetuity. The endowment gifts 
also assist the annual budget of 
MacEwan’s Fund Development of- 
fice which gets one percent revenue 
from the Ukrainian endowments. 

In addition to the financial re- 
sources created at MacEwan, 
the volunteers of the Ukrainian 
Foundation for College Education 
(UFCE) have helped MacEwan 
to locate new donors and have 
provided over $300,000 in direct 
grants to URDC’s operating bud- 
get, raised at annual Kyiv Konnec- 
tion fundraising banquets and golf 
tournaments over the past twenty— 
two years. Altogether this universi- 
ty and community financial system 
has proven that it is self-sustain- 
ing and of material advantage to 
MacEwan University. 

URDC efforts have also had an 
impact on the internal structure 
of the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity .URDC staff have played 
a key role in establishing new or- 
ganizational capacities to meet 
changing needs in the community . 
In addition to the above mentioned 
organizations —such as UFCE, 
ACUA and the Canada Ukraine Al- 
liance for Deaf and Hard of Hear- 
ing Persons— URDC has played 
a leadership role in establishing 
the Ukrainian Knowledge internet 
Consortium Association (UKiP- 
CA) and the Canada Ukraine Foun- 
dation (CUF). The former exists to 
produce digital materials for the 
English-Ukrainian bilingual school 
program in Canada, while the latter 
is the national body in the Ukraini- 
an Canadian community that raises 


dividuals who put their lives on 
the line, many of whom lost their 
lives in that battle. We appreciate 
the efforts of people from coast to 
coast to coast here in Canada who 
in their caring hearts want to see 
Canada play a role in what is hap- 
pening in Ukraine. That has been 
a motivating factor in what we are 
debating today and in the many 
other debates we have had, for well 
over a year, related to Ukraine.” - 
Kevin Lamoureux, M.P., Winni- 
peg North 

“T was shocked, like many Сап- 
adians, by Russia’s brutal aggres- 
sion against Ukraine in February 
last year, leading to the current 
unlawful and unacceptable occupa- 
tion of Crimea. I was shocked, be- 
cause Russia’s actions in Ukraine 
show a fundamental disregard for 
the rules of the international sys- 
tem. This hostility is a threat to the 
people of Ukraine, to our friends 
and allies in Eastern Europe, and 
to the world order as we know it.” 
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URDC director comments on 28 з year's of program experience 


funds and coordinates information 
about humanitarian aid to Ukraine. 
These new organizations have been 
introduced and proven themselves 
to be valuable innovations with 
more professional ways of working 
in the Ukrainian community. 

Of the development ventures that 
URDC has led in Ukraine, the In- 
clusive Education project likely has 
had the greatest impact. This is the 
case when measured by the number 
of people affected in Canada and 
abroad and the quality of western 
knowledge that was introduced to 
Ukraine. Thousands of Ukrainian 
parents of disabled children came 
to understand that an inclusive 
education system in Ukraine will 
benefit their children. Transferring 
Canadian expertise and best prac- 
tices affected educational policies 
in Ukraine at the national and insti- 
tutional levels. Ukrainian parents 
have mobilized and convinced the 
Ministry of Education and Science 
to accept and recognize these new 
methods which now have been pi- 
loted in Ukraine’s educational en- 
vironment. New policies and regu- 
lations have been approved, model 
schools have been established, 
teacher preparation has been re- 
formed and new curricula and 
learning resources have been creat- 
ed and distributed across the coun- 
try. More details about this project 
over the five year period 2009 to 
2013 can be read in URDC’s news- 
letters at: < http://www.macewan. 
ca/wem/SchoolsFaculties/ArtsS- 
cience/CentresandInstitutes/Ukrai- 
nianResourceandDevelopment- 
Centre/Resources/index.htm>. 

UN: What are your hopes for the 
future of URDC? What should the 
Ukrainian Canadian community 
do next in this regard? ~ 

My hope is that the centre will 
build on its two specialties, of be- 
ing both a resource and a develop- 
ment centre, and that it will con- 
tinue to focus on theory and appli- 
cation (praxis) to provide students 
and faculty with transformative 
learning experiences. MacEwan 
University’s philosophy and val- 
ues make this possible. For its part, 
URDC should continue to provide 
innovative ways to engage students 
and faculty in learning either about 
the Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity and/or about issues in Ukraine 
and Eastern Europe, by tackling 
real life problems. Students and 
faculty lear best by engaging in 
real issues. Recent history, such 


- Wladyslaw Lizon, M.P., Missis- 
sauga- East Cooksville 

“One of the most important 
choices for the Government of 
Ukraine was to rid the country of 
nuclear weapons and to accede 
to the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty. Taken in the spirit of non- 
proliferation and disarmament, 
and contributing to global secur- 
ity, this decision was applauded 
by the world community. In return, 
the Government of Ukraine sought 
guarantees in signing the Budapest 
memorandum on security assur- 
ances on December 5, 1994. This 
document governed the removal of 
weapons of mass destruction from 
Ukrainian territory in exchange for 
assurances from its partners and 
co-signatories the United States, 
the United Kingdom and Russia. 
The signatories committed to re- 
specting the territorial integrity 
and sovereignty of Ukraine. [...] 
Russia, through its reckless and 
cynical policies, has broken its 


as the Euromaidan and the Веуо- 
lution of Dignity, have shown that 
epochal events are emerging in 
Ukraine and the Ukrainian Canadi- 
an community is vitally interested 
and involved. Interest in Ukrainian 
studies at universities is growing 
around the world. To date URDC 
at MacEwan has been a visible par- 
ticipant and succeeded at carrying 
out successful projects. Both the 
community and university ought to 
make efforts to advance this proven 
capacity. 

A new additional dimension is 
the introduction of Ukrainian con- 
tent into MacEwan courses. This 
has been started by MacEwan fac- 
ulty members who are members of 
the URDC Advisory Council (e.g. 
nursing; communication) and this 
trend could be expanded to involve 
other disciplines (e.g. fine arts; so- 
cial work, etc.). 

MacEwan’s partnerships with 
the National University of Kyiv 
Mohyla Academy (NaUKMA) and 
Ternopil State Medical University 
(TSMU) have led to an annual aca- 
demic cycle of research on com- 
mon themes, international sympo- 
sia with exchange visits and joint 
support for the electronic peer-re- 
viewed journal Social, Health and 
Communications Studies. This is 
an exciting start that deserves to be 
supported and strengthened. 

Based on past experience, these 
innovations can best continue to 
expand by attending to the five 
administrative components under- 
pinning the URDC system of en- 
dowments. The key is to have the 
Uksainian Canadian community 
continue to advocate for its pri- 
orities and fundraise to enhance 
the financial resources available 
to URDC. With leadership from 
UFCE, the next target might be to 
raise the value of the current $6.9 
million endowments to $10 mil- 
lion. More endowments will enable 
further diversification of URDC’s 
range of activities at MacEwan 
University. I believe this is pos- 
sible and that URDC has a bright 
future because the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian community appreciates the 
timely, real-world projects being 
done by MacEwan faculty and stu- 
dents, with the support of URDC. 
My hope is that Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans will continue to see community 
priorities included in MacEwan 
University’s learning strategies and 
so will remain strong supporters of 
the university. 


House of Commons holds debate on Ukraine 


commitments. Instead of being a 
guarantor of Ukraine’s security, it 
has become its biggest threat. In 
March 2014, Russia annexed Cri- 
mea illegally. Today it continues to 
maintain troops in eastern Ukraine 
and to provide weapons and sup- 
port to insurgents there. Russia is 
determined to break up Ukraine.” 
- Bernard Trottier, M.P., Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs 

“While Canada has done much 
to help Ukraine meet its secur- 
ity challenges, the needs of the 
country are still greater. The Gov- 
ernment of Canada will continue 
to work with our Ukrainian and 
international partners to further 
Ukraine’s security. Canada will 
not rest, nor back away, when the 
security of Ukraine, a close friend 
and partner, continues to be threat- 
ened by a belligerent neighbour.” 
- Bernard Trottier, M.P., Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Minster 
of Foreign Affairs 
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Out of Kyiv’s Hands [Detained Crimean Tatar 


Why Ukraine’s failing Donbas region is becoming a big headache for Russia assemblyman launches 


By Alexander J. Motyl, 
Foreign Policy, May 4, 2015 

The Russian-occupied Donbas 
enclave in eastern Ukraine is on 
the verge of economic and social 
collapse. That grave fact casts the 
Russo-Ukrainian war in a different 
light. Normally, wars are fought 
over prize territory: winners gain 
it, losers lose it. 

In this case, the implosion of 
the Donbas means that whoever 
controls the enclave is, in fact, the 
loser. As the man who owns the en- 
clave and is likely to do so for the 
foreseeable future, Vladimir Putin 
is thus the loser. And both Russia 
and Ukraine know it. 

According to United Nations 
data, of the 5 million people who 
formerly populated the enclave, 
nearly 2 million have left since 
March 2014. Since many of these 
refugees are educated, middle-class 
professionals who are unlikely ever 
to return to a war zone, the enclave 
has suffered an irreparable loss of 
its intellectual and human capital. 

Of the 3 million who are left, 
about 2 million are children and 
pensioners leaving 1 mil- 
lion working-age adults to sup- 
port them, service the crumbling 
economy, and do the fighting. Ac- 
cording to the National Bank of 
Ukraine, GDP in the Donbas has 
collapsed, with industrial produc- 
tion falling by over a third in 2014, 
and construction by over a half. 
Many bridges and rail tracks re- 
main destroyed. Only one third of 
residents receive a steady wage. 
Large swathes of the territory suf- 
fer from gas, water, and electricity 
shortages. And Kyiv stopped pay- 
ing pensions to enclave residents in 
late 2014. Unsurprisingly, the de- 
cline of the Donbas has continued 
apace in 2015. 

Although refugee streams appear 
to have abated — those most able to 
flee have already left — economic 
decline and flight will continue as 
long as the war does. In time, the 
enclave’s population will consist of 
senior citizens barely surviving off 
their private plots, children forced 
to fend for themselves on the street, 
overworked women, and desperate 
men who opt either for alcoholism 
or for the material compensations 
of fighting — and dying — within 
the separatist ranks. 

The longer the fighting con- 
tinues, the less will the Donbas 
be able to sustain itself and its 


Analysis 


war-fighting capacity and the less 
will the separatists be able to cre- 
ate a functioning political entity. 
Worse for Putin, the enclave’s only 
source of economic sustenance is 
the country that has done most to 
destroy it — Russia. Putin would 
prefer that Kyiv assume the cost 
of feeding the region and paying 
to rebuild it (infrastructural dam- 
age is estimated by the Ukrainian 
government to be about $2 billion). 
But Ukraine will never do that as 
long as the enclave is controlled by 
the separatists, who insist they will 
never abandon their aspirations to 
independence. 

Given the enclave’s economic 
decline and dearth of able-bodied 
men, it’s no wonder that the sep- 
aratist armies rely so heavily on 
volunteers from Russia and on 
Russian regular forces. We have no 
way of estimating how many phys- 
ically fit working-age adult Donbas 
males still support Putin and his 
proxies, but there is anecdotal evi- 
dence to suggest that some of them 
are having second thoughts about 
the prospects of a cause that has 
depopulated their region and dey- 
astated their economy. Some must 
also sense that their losses have 
been high, both in absolute and 
relative terms. If, as there is good 
reason to believe, separatist losses 
exceed those suffered by Ukraine’s 
armed forces (about 3,000 dead: 
1,750 confirmed and an estimated 
1,250 missing in action and pre- 
sumed dead), some separatists 
must be wondering about the en- 
clave’s ability to continue fighting. 

The problems with relying on 
Russian volunteers and Russian 
regulars are obvious. They put the 
lie to the separatist claim that they 
are fighting a civil war against the 
“fascist junta” in Kyiv. They are 
expensive — and the Kremlin has 
to pick up the bill. They do noth- 
ing to boost the local economy. 
And they run the risk of alienating 
what’s left of the local population, 
which may have felt some solidar- 
ity with its own “boys,” but which 
is less likely to identify with Rus- 
sian adventurers from Tomsk. 

The current stand-off is thus 
unsustainable for the separatists 
and their patron, Putin. The long- 


er they hold on to a territory that 
Kyiv cannot liberate, the higher the 
economic price and the greater the 
risks of the occupation. There is, 
however, no easy way out of this 
jam for Russia. Renewing the fight- 
ing would kill more Ukrainians and 
harm Ukraine’s reform plans, but, 
like having the self-styled Donetsk 
and Luhansk People’s Republics 
declare independence, it would do 
nothing to resolve the Kremlin’s 
difficulties in the enclave. Indeed, 
expanding the size of the enclave 
would only compound Putin’s 
problems, as expansion would in- 
evitably destroy more territory and 
promote greater population flight. 
If Russia could inflict a decisive 
defeat on Ukraine, it could force 
it to retake the Donbas on Russia’s 
terms. But this would require a 
massive attack which would likely 
intensify Western sanctions, com- 
pel the Obama administration to 
provide lethal weapons to Ukraine, 
encounter determined Ukrainian 
resistance, and end up embroiling 
Russia in a bloody long-term war. 

The logical solution to this con- 
undrum would be to declare victory 
over the “fascist junta” in Kyiv, 
pull out Russian forces, and dump 
the enclave on Ukraine, which, 
having insisted that the Donbas is 
Ukrainian, would have no choice 
but to try to cope with the mess. 
For that to happen, however, Pu- 
tin would have to abandon all the 
ideological grandstanding he’s 
employed over the last few years. 
Besides jeopardizing his legitim- 
acy and power, such a conciliatory 
move would not come easily to the 
Kremlin’s self-styled macho man. 

In contrast, the current stand-off 
is the best of all possible worlds 
for Kyiv. Ukraine can benefit 
from the emotional appeal of in- 
sisting that it will never abandon 
the Donbas, while actually doing 
nothing to liberate it. Time is on 
Ukraine’s side, precisely because 
winning this “hybrid” war means 
losing territory. All Ukraine needs 
do is keep the separatists boxed 
in. Sooner or later, a rational or 
semi-rational Putin disinclined to 
start World War III over a piece 
of crummy real estate will have to 
accept “frozen conflict” status or 
pull another Crimea and annex the 
territory. Either way, Russia will 
be stuck with a no-future region 
that will be a drag on its economy 
for decades to come. 


U.S. ambassador to Ukraine says 
‘Russia has to change its approach’ 


(RFE/RL)}—The U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Ukraine, Geoffrey Pyatt, 
says Russia has to change its ap- 
proach to the situation in Ukraine’s 
east to make peace in the region 
possible. 

Talking to RFE/RL in Kyiv on 
May 6, Pyatt said that Russia is 
supplying pro-Russian separatists 
in Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions with weapons, including 
“many of their tanks and missiles 
and antiaircraft systems.” 

Pyatt called the military conflict 
between Ukrainian armed forces 
and what the U.S. State Depart- 
ment considers combined Russian- 
separatist forces "а manufactured 
war.” 

“The people of Donbas,” he said 
of the eastern Ukrainian region 
that is at the center of the fighting, 


“have been a target of an aggres- 
sive campaign of propaganda and 
misinformation.” 

“Russia’s information war is 
very effective,’ Pyatt said, ad- 
dressing reports by Russian state- 
run media that the U.S. and Kyiv 
are hindering the implementation 
of peace agreements. “The United 
States is not providing weapons to 
Ukraine. Of course, we support the 
peace process and the cease-fire.” 

Pyatt stressed that the United 
States supports Ukraine’s sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity 
and the peace plan by Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko. “We 
all want peace,” Pyatt said. “Russia 
has to change its approach to make 
it happen.” 

He added, however, that there 
are indications that “Russia and the 


separatists are preparing to reignite 
the fighting.” 

“We know that Russia has main- 
tained a very active training pro- 
gram for the so-called army of 
Novorossia,” the U.S. ambassador 
said, adding “And we know that 
Russia has moved its advanced 
surface-to-air missile systems very 
close to the contact line inside the 
Ukrainian territory.” 

Pyatt also recalled a recent state- 
ment by Aleksandr Zakharchenko, 
the leader of the separatists in Don- 
etsk region, who told some media 
outlets that his main goal was to 
take control over the entire region. 

“If that is his [Zakharchenko’s] 
goal, he did not read the agreement 
or he does not remember the agree- 
ment that he signed in February in 
Minsk,” Pyatt said to RFE/RL. 


hunger strike 


By Crimean Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 

A high-ranking member of the Crimean Tatar assembly has begun a 
hunger strike at the facility where he awaits trial for allegedly organizing 
“mass disorder” ahead of Russia’s annexation of Crimea. 

Ahtem Ciygoz began his protest on May 6 after being placed in solitary — 
confinement this week at the Simferopol facility, assembly first deputy 
chairman Nariman Celal told RFE/RL. 

It is not known why Ciygoz was sent to solitary confinement. 

Ciygoz is a deputy chairman of the assembly, or Mejlis. He was ar- 
rested in late January by Russian authorities for his alleged role in clashes 
with pro-Russian demonstrators in February 2014, a month prior to Mos- 
cow’s annexation of Crimea. 

He was charged with organizing deadly mass disorder in relation to the 
clashes, which took place outside the regional parliament building in the 
Crimean capital, Simferopol. 

Ciygoz was placed in pretrial detention and that detention was subse- 
quently extended until May 19. 

Armed men in unmarked uniforms seized the parliament building on 
February 27, 2014, the day after the clashes in which two died. Russia 
annexed the Black Sea peninsula after a March 16 referendum that was — 
dismissed by Kyiv and the West as illegitimate. 

Since January, several Crimean Tatar activists have been arrested for 
their roles in the clashes. 

Eskender Bariyev of the Committee to Protect Crimean Tatars’ Rights 
wrote on Facebook that activist Mustafa Degermenci was taken away on 
May 7 by a group of armed men in the village of Hrushivka. 

According to Bariyev, Degermenci’s parents were told that their son 
might be charged with taking part in the clashes outside the Crimean par- 
liament. 

In April, Crimea’s Russian authorities arrested Eskender Nebiyev, a 
cameraman for a Crimean Tatar television channel that was shut down on 
April 1. Nebiyev was also arrested over the clashes outside parliament. 

In March, Crimean Tatar activist Talyat Yunusov was arrested and 
charged with assaulting a man during the clashes. 

Activists Iskender Капіетігоу and Ali Asanov were earlier arrested in 
connection with the clashes. > 

Activists say Crimean Tatars have faced discrimination, pressure, and 
abuse for their opposition to the annexation. 


Ukraine seeks $16 billion 
from Gazprom in dispute 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine is seeking more than $16 billion from Russian епег- 
gy company Gazprom in its appeal to an arbitration court in Stockholm over 
a long-running gas pricing dispute between Kyiv and Moscow. 

Ukraine’s state gas company Naftogaz and Gazprom are bound by a — 
10-year gas agreement signed in 2009, but Kyiv is challenging the price 
of Russian gas and billions of dollars in debts which Russia says it has 
accumulated. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseny Yatseniuk, in a post on Facebook on 
May 1, said, “The transit contract is not fair for Ukraine and more than 
$10 billion should be paid to Naftogaz from Gazprom to compensate for 
losses.” 

He added, “the overall sum we are seeking from Gazprom in terms of the 
gas supply contract and the transit contract is already over $16 million.” 
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‘Cutthroats and bandits’ 


Volunteer’s stint with rebels turns to nightmare 


By Dmitry Volchek and Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—When he joined the separa- 
list insurgency in eastern Ukraine, Russian 
businessman Bondo Dorovskikh thought he 
would be fighting hordes of fascists bent on 
victimizing the local population. 

The reality on the ground tumed out to be 
quite different. 

Instead of defending eastern Ukraine, 
Dorovskikh says he found himself stranded 
in the town of Alchevsk, where pro-Russian 
rebels controlling the area spent their days 
looting and drinking. 

“In the morming the commander would get 
up and line up the insurgents for the roll-call, 
and in the evening there were another roll- 
call,” he told RFE/RL. “The rest of the time 
the militants roamed around Alchevsk, pil- 
laging, stealing scrap metal, removing metal 
gates and selling them to buy alcohol and 
cigarettes. Some of them would get drunk 
and fire at each other.” 

Dorovskikh recently returned from his 
six-month stint with the insurgents, feeling 
angry and cheated. 

Like many other volunteers, he decid- 
ed to take up arms after watching Russian 
television reports that portrayed Ukrain- 
ian forces in the country’s east as neo-Nazi 
thugs persecuting and slaughtering Russian- 
speaking locals. 

“Reports from the Rossia 24 channel on 
the latest news in Ukraine were constantly 
on my mind,” he says. “The media influ- 
enced me.” 

Dorovskikh contacted the insurgency 
through its recruitment office in Moscow, 
where he was given a mobile phone number 
to call when he reached the southern city of 
Rostov, close to Ukraine’s border. 

He left his job in Moscow and purchased 
ammunition, a bulletproof vest, and a one- 
way ticket to Rostov. 

He then called the number he had been 
given in Moscow and received instructions 
on how to reach the group that would take 
him to Ukraine. 

He was stunned to find out that recruiters 
in Rostov did not bother asking about his 
military experience and failed to conduct 
even basic identity checks on anybody. 

“There were people there who didn’t have 
any documents at all,” he says. 

Another incident soon confirmed his mis- 
givings about the insurgency. 

“The first thing we saw after crossing the 
border, literally five minutes later, was a 
brawl between two insurgents,” he says. “I 
immediately understood where I had landed, 
that this had nothing to do with an army. I 
was disappointed right from the start.” 

Doroyskikh was assigned to the “Ghost” 
battalion and sent to a unit іп Alchevsk, 
where he was immediately handed weapons. 

He says the unit was comprised of local 
militants, Russian volunteers, several Rus- 
sian army officers, and a handful of foreign 
recruits from Spain, Italy, and France. 


But Dorovskikh never witnessed any com- 
bat in Alchevsk. He received no training, 
either. 

According to him, the vast majority of 
militants have no interest whatsoever in pol- 
itics and only join the insurgency to enjoy 
the salaries and material advantages granted 
to its members. 

He describes them as “bandits” and says 
some of the local militants in his unit were 
convicts who were hunting down former po- 
lice officers ousted when the separatists took 
over. 

He says rebels also routinely turned against 
their own comrades-in-arms. “Robberies and 
murders took place there,” he says. 

Dorovskikh’s account also corroborates 
reports that Russia is supplying the insur- 
gents with weapons. Militants who crossed 
over from Russia, he says, are particularly 
well equipped. 

“We had everything, we were fully 
equipped,” he says. “We had grenades, ma- 
chine guns, grenade launchers and ammu- 
nition for them, absolutely everything. We 
even had two cars at our disposal.” 

He also confirms that the tanks spotted in 
eastern Ukraine come from Russia and de- 
scribes seeing tanks being sent into Ukraine 
from the Rostoy region. 

“They gathered volunteers who had served 
in armored divisions in the army,” he says. 
“They were trained at a tank training base 
near Rostov, units were formed, they were 
also given weapons. These tanks were trans- 
ported to the border, which they then crossed 
on their own and headed directly to the hot- 
spots.” 

After several idle weeks in Alchevsk, 
Dorovskikh left his unit and headed to the 
town of Nikishino, on the front line. 

What he witnessed there only fueled his 
disillusionment. 

He says that the fighters had no clear in- 
structions and that the tank radios did not 
function, resulting in chaotic battles. 

He says the insurgents also took part in 
shocking acts of cruelty against Ukrainian 
soldiers. He recalls hearing the screams of 
Ukrainian soldiers on the radio as rebels 
torched their tanks with the men still inside. 

“T felt sorry for those on the other side who 
were being slaughtered,” he says. “And they 
were. being killed by cutthroats who don’t 
even care against whom they are fighting.” 

Doroyskikh says he is not an excep- 
tion. Disenchanted Russian volunteers, he 
claims, are streaming back home. He is him- 
self so upset that he is mulling enrolling in 
Ukraine’s National Guard to help stamp out 
the separatists. 

But for now, he has a message for all those 
still tempted to join the insurgency. “Don’t 
go there,” he urges them. “We are told on 
television this is like the Second World War, 
but in fact it’s an act of pure aggression. This 
is not a war that’s worth risking the most pre- 
cious thing you have.” 


Berlin sucks up to Moscow 


By Rikard Jozwiak 

(RFE/RL)—A leaked letter from German 
Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
urges the European Union to quickly ease 

“Russian concerns” regarding the imple- 
mentation of a free-trade agreement with 
Ukraine. 

In the letter addressed to European Com- 
mission President Jean-Claude Juncker, 
which was made available to RFE/RL, Stein- 
meier called for a resumption of three-way 
talks between the EU, Ukraine, and Russia 
in order to identify “practical solutions.” 

Russia has voiced opposition to the cre- 
ation of a Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Area (DCFTA), the economic core 
of a wide-ranging Association Agreement 
concluded in March 2014 by the European 
Union and Ukraine. 

Critics in Russia say the deal would have a 
negative impact on the Russian economy. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 


warned Ukraine that changing national legis- 
lation to prepare for the agreement would 
trigger “an immediate response from Mos- 
cow.” 

Ukraine, in turn, argues that Russia is not 
a party to the Association Agreement and has 
no right to interfere. 

After being postponed amid Russian re- 
sistance, the DCFTA is due to enter force by 
January 1, 2016. 

In the letter, dated April 2, Steinmeier 
urged the European Commission to “use the 
considerable flexibility that the agreement 
offers.” 

He said Germany strongly supported the 
swift implementation of the DFCTA, adding 
that “time is running short.” 

He added that “the economic stability of 
Ukraine can hardly succeed without the par- 
ticipation of Russia” and called for а “prag- 
matic, interest-based and political approach 
without preconditions.” 
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Vitali Klitschko ran for mayor on a “clean hands” campaign 


Inconvenient friends 
Shady real estate deal tests Kyiv mayor 


By Katya Gorchinskaya 

(RFE/RL)—On the left bank of the Dnipro 
River in Kyiv, where there was once a park 
and public beach, a new block of luxury resi- 
dential buildings has begun to sprout up. 
The development project, called the Sunny 
Riviera, is controversial for many reasons. 

The land it is being built on was, until 
recently, zoned for recreational use. The 
planned buildings are projected to be 30-stor- 
ies high, which will block the view of — and 
access to — the river for thousands of nearby 
residents. 

But the main reason Sunny Riviera is con- 
tentious is that it appears to have been ap- 
proved under murky circumstances and its 
Owners are connected to Kyiv Mayor Vitali 
Klitschko. The complex ownership scheme 
behind the project leads to several long-term 
friends and even current staffers of the mayor. 


“Klitschko should understand that after. 


the Maidan, Kyiv residents will not silent- 
ly continue to endure lawlessness. Further 
toleration of developers will end as a polit- 
ical catastrophe for him,” says Serhiy Lesh- 
chenko, a member of parliament and a for- 
mer investigative journalist. 

The questionable real-estate transactions 
and violations of city building codes took 
place long before Klitschko took office in 
2014. 

But given that he ran for mayor on a 
“clean hands” campaign, promising to stamp 
out corruption — and given that the trans- 
actions involve several of his close associ- 
ates — the controversy over Sunny Riviera 
poses a thorny challenge for the former 
world heavyweight champion. 

After long insisting the project was above- 
board, Klitschko called for prosecutors to 
review the documents related to the project 
on April 23, just hours before RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service aired an investigative 
report about Sunny Riviera. But as of April 
29, the mayor had failed to follow-up at the 
prosecutor’s office with an official request. 

Meanwhile, Oleh Valendyuk, the city’s 
prosecutor, has acted independently to chal- 
lenge both the land allocation procedure 
and the building permits, according to his 
spokeswoman, Alyona Yakhno. Two separ- 
ate lawsuits were filed to the Kyiv court of 
appeals and administrative court in Decem- 
ber and March. 

The Sunny Riviera saga began with a 
complex land grab. 

The story began back in 2007, long before 
Klitschko took office as mayor. At the time 
the city was run by Mayor Leonid Cher- 
novetskiy, who presided over what critics 
describe as many questionable takeovers of 
land in Kyiv. Many of those are still under 
investigation by Ukrainian law enforcement. 

Until 2007, the 7.6-hectare patch that is 
now fenced-off for the project was actually 
five lots that were seemingly owned or rent- 
ed from the city by different people. 

The land was slated to be used for a variety 
of projects, all of which contained recrea- 
tional infrastructure, such as beaches, sports 
facilities, and hotels. The area was zoned for 
recreational use, meaning that construction 
of residential buildings was banned. 


Between 2004 and 2007, all five plots 
were bought by a firm called Mike. Of the 
five sales, three were signed by the com- 
pany’s director, Mykhaylo Stolar, whose son 
Vadym Stolar won election to the city coun- 
cil last year as a member of Klitschko’s party 
and now chairs the budget committee. 

Mykhaylo’s mother, Yana Stolar, co- 
founded Mike. One of the other founders, 
Dmytro Krapivin, is the son of Volodymyr 
Krapivin, who is the business partner of 
Kyiv’s current deputy mayor, [hor Nikonoy, 
who is Klitschko’s right-hand man. Nikonoy 
bragged to Ukraine’s Forbes of being friends 
with Klitschko. 

Speaking to the U.S. magazine Foreign 
Policy, Klitschko denied the connection 
between Krapivin and Nikonoy, calling it 
“black PR” aimed at discrediting him. 

“We even have a joke about this: One 
politician goes to another and says, ‘I told 
everyone your daughter is a stripper.’ The 
other politician has no daughter, but now he 
must explain to everyone why his daughter 
is not a stripper,” Klitschko said. 

By 2009, the land was sold to another 
firm, Terra Capital, with the same owners as 
Mike. The company was then reregistered 
offshore, hiding its owners. 

The new firm got the land rezoned to build 
а residential complex, complete with a yacht 
club, dolphinarium, and aquapark. It was 
done through a simple resolution of the mu- 
nicipal department of architecture, in viola- 
tion of the city zoning law. 

In its advertisements and on its website, 
Sunny Riviera resembles a small city with 
skyscrapers rising 30 stories and higher. 
Thus far, only one-third of one has been 
built. There is no aquapark or dolphinarium 
visible on the plans. 

There also appear to be an alarming 
amount of irregularities in the paperwork re- 
lated to Sunny Riviera’s construction. 

The construction site, for example, is 
clearly on the Dnipro River. 

But an explanation letter — part of the 
package of documents supporting the pro- 
ject and signed by a city official in 2005 — 
claims that the Sunny Riviera is being built 
on the Desenka, one of the Dnipro’s tributar- 
ies in Kyiv. The Desenka actually flows to 
the west of the construction site and feeds 
into the Dnipro about a kilometer away. 

This was apparently an effort to circum- 
vent building regulations that ban construc- 
tion closer than 100 meters to major rivers 
for safety reasons. 

But when the river is legally considered to 
be “medium-sized” — as is the case with the 
Desenka — the distance limit is reduced by 
half, to 50 meters. 

“Just imagine, our Dnipro that flows on 
the whole territory of Ukraine is recognized 
in this document as a mid-sized river. All 
permits that were issued over the years by 
[various] institutions are based on this docu- 
ment,” says Viktor Chumak, deputy head of 
the parliament’s commission on the preven- 
tion and fighting of corruption. 

According to Viktor Hleba, an architect and 
civic activist, Sunny Riviera is clearly “build- 
ing in the coastal river protection zone.” 
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By Joe Depaolo, 
New York Times, April 26, 2015 

At a February news conference promot- 
ing his bout with Bryant Jennings, Wladimir 
Klitschko, the heavyweight champion of the 
world, invoked an unofficial title often asso- 
ciated with the crown. 

“As a champion, I have to say that I’m the 
bad man,” Klitschko said. “The baddest man 
on the planet.” 

Despite a win on Saturday night (April 26) 
at Madison Square Garden, Klitschko’s per- 
formance did not quite inspire the same fear 
as some of the previous holders of that title. 

Before a reported crowd of 17,056, 
Klitschko, a Ukrainian heavyweight, pre- 
vailed by unanimous decision over Jennings, 
who is from Philadelphia. It was Klitschko’s 
18th consecutive heavyweight champion- 
ship defense, the third highest career total. 

The bout featured a number of clinches, and 
neither man ever appeared seriously hurt. 

“T was expecting to get the win, to defend my 
titles,” Klitschko said “Unfortunately, I didn’t 
defend as impressively as I usually do it.” 

After three sluggish rounds, the action 
picked up a bit in the fourth after Klitsch- 
ko, 39, landed a strong right cross. The two 
traded punches several times during the 
round, with Klitschko mostly getting the bet- 
ter of the exchanges. 

Klitschko (64-3, 55 knockouts) was able 
to close in behind a consistent left jab. The 
punch landed sparingly, but it allowed him 
to get inside and land the punches he needed 
to secure the victory. 

“Jennings is a very good challenger, a very 
good competitor,” Klitschko said after the 
fight. “He would have beaten a number of 
top heavyweights.” 

Jennings (19-1, 10 knockouts) had his mo- 
ments, connecting on some wild hooks in the 
middle rounds. Ultimately, though, he had 
trouble landing consistently, despite having 
a three-inch reach advantage. 

“Every time I started working, he held 
me,” Jennings said. 

He added, “I thought the margin should 


Wladimir Klitschko throwing a punch agains 


t Bryant Jennings. “Every time I started work- 


ing, he held me,” Jennings said. Credit Jeremy White/The New York Times 


have been closer.” 

Before the bout, Jennings accused Klitsch- 
ko of excessively holding his opponents, 
and in the 10th round the referee, Michael 
Griffin, deducted a point from Klitschko 
for doing just that. Even with the deduc- 
tion, Klitschko prevailed by 116-111 on two 
scorecards and by 118-109 on а third. 

Although he did not get the nod from the 
judges, Jennings appeared to take some sol- 
ace in going 12 competitive rounds with the 
longtime champion. 

“Even in a loss, they should — not praise 
me, but salute me and show respect,” Jen- 
nings said, adding, “This fight does not 
penetrate my confidence.” 

Still, despite all the clinches, Klitschko did 
enough to defend his title. He landed several 
strong combinations in the last few rounds to 


punctuate his victory. 

The crowd, largely rooting for Klitschko, 
seemed satisfied, despite the fact that the ac- 
tion lagged throughout. According to the sta- 
tistics tracking website CompuBox, Klitsch- 
ko landed only 144 punches of 545 thrown. 
Jennings landed 110 of 376. 

Klitschko’s trainer, Johnathon Banks, 
blamed Jennings for the low punch output. 

"Не wasn’t so offensive today,” Banks 
said of Jennings. “Jennings is usually offen- 
sive, throws a lot of punches.” 

It was Klitschko’s first fight at Madison 
Square Garden since February 2008, when 
he defeated Sultan Ibragimov by unanimous 
decision in a bout derided by many for its 
lack of action. 

A number of Klitschko’s bouts over the 
years have drawn similar criticism. Klitsch- 
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Klitschko retains his crown against Jennings 
\ | 


Ко, however, was confident that the match 
against Jennings would produce more fire- 
works. Klitschko had been hoping to put on 
a better show in his return to the Garden. 

"І could have done it better,” he said, vis- 
ibly frustrated. “I couldn’t engage in the 
fight, and I couldn’t knock the person out.” 

“T think I can give a lot of answers for all 
the criticisms and the doubts,” Klitschko 
said. “I can deliver a brutal knockout.” 

Klitschko’s trainer, Johnathon Banks, was 
aware that it was important not only for his 
man to defeat Jennings but to look good do- 
ing it. 

“Tt’s not about winning and losing right 
now,” Banks said before the fight. “All that 
matters is how you perform.” 

Aesthetics are important to Klitschko right 
now, given the emergence of Deontay Wil- 
der, an exciting potential challenger. All but 
one of Wilder’s 33 victories have come by 
knockout. He is considered one of the best 
American heavyweight prospects in years. 
Banks, however, is skeptical of the level of 
competition Wilder has faced. 

“You can’t name five opponents Deontay 
Wilder has knocked out,” Banks said. “He’s 
a big punching guy, but you can’t name any 
of his opponents.” 

Should Klitschko ever meet Wilder, who 
watched from ringside on Saturday night, 
it would give Klitschko an opportunity to 
post the signature win that many feel has 
long eluded him. Such a victory would sig- 
nificantly enhance his legacy. Klitschko said 
after the bout that he would not fight Wilder 
next but that he hoped to do so early in 2016. 

Ukrainian flags were visible throughout 
the Garden on Saturday night. Klitschko 
has cited fan support as a reason he wants 
to keep fighting for as long as he is at his _ 
physical peak. 

“[’m enjoying it so much right now,” 
Klitschko said. “Every second and every 
moment. Because maybe it could end.” 

After his victory Saturday night, the end 
for Klitschko still appears to be far in the dis- 
tance. 


Dnipro strike late to reach first semi-final 


(UEFA)—FC Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk end- 
ed Club Brugge KV’s record unbeaten run in 
the UEFA Europa League to book their place 
in the semi-finals for the first time, following 
a tense encounter in Ukraine, April 23. 

Substitute Yevhen Shakhov struck the cru- 
cial goal via a deflection with just eight min- 
utes remaining of this quarter-final second 
leg as Dnipro secured a historic triumph. 
The visitors had won six of their seven away 
games from the third qualifying round on- 
wards, but were never quite able to find a 
way through here. 

With Brugge setting a competition record 
last time out by going 11 games unbeaten in 
the competition proper, the home side knew 
the significance of a good start in the de- 
cider. However, chances were restricted as 
defences dominated the first half in Kyiv. 

In the last eight of this tournament for 
the first time, the Ukrainian team created 
the only clear opportunity after 21 min- 
utes had elapsed. Left-back Léo Matos met 


Yevhen Shakhov celebrates scoring the goal that took Dnipro into their first European semi-final 


Ruslan Rotan’s free-kick yet could only find 
the roof of the net with his header. Myron 
Markevych’s men showed plenty of endeav- 


our without threatening Matthew Ryan in 
the Brugge goal as the opening period ended 
goalless. 


The second leg finally sprang to life follow- ~~ 


ing the restart as the Dnipryani almost found 
the breakthrough. Yevhen Konoplyanka, the 
most fouled played in this season’s competi- 
tion, conjured the first moment of real dan- 
ger — whistling a left-footed effort narrowly 
wide of the far post. 

Michel Preud’homme’s charges responded 
via substitute Obbi Oularé. The No58 sent an 
attempt from distance just over the crossbar, 
having entered the field two minutes earlier. 
However, it would be another substitute that 
provided the decisive contribution, Rotan 
found Shakhoy in space before the midfield- 
er cut inside and let fly a deflected left-footed 
strike into the top corner with eight minutes 
remaining, 

The Blauw-Zwart struggled to create 
chances in the final stages as their impres- 
sive European campaign — spanning 15 un- 
beaten matches until tonight — was halted 
and Dnipro prevailed to make the final four 
for the first time. 


Fiorentina too good for ten-man Dynamo Kyiv 


(UEFA)—ACF Fiorentina are through to 
the UEFA Europa League semi-finals after a 
win that ought to have been far more com- 
fortable than it was3. 

The Viola dominated throughout in Florence, 
April 23, racking up 25 shots to FC Dynamo 
Kyiv’s four. They were well on top even be- 
fore the visitors had Jeremain Lens sent off five 
minutes before half-time, and though Mario 
Gomez swiftly scored, the tie hung in the bal- 
ance until the 94th minute when substitute Juan 
Manuel Vargas broke, held off Yevhen Khach- 
eridi and fired in from an acute angle. 


Having grabbed a vital late equaliser in 
the previous week’s quarter-final first leg, 
Fiorentina would have been through with 
a 0-0, yet it was immediately apparent that 
there was not even a semblance of thought 
to rest on their laurels. Vincenzo Montella’s 
side burst out of the blocks, bombarding the 
beleaguered Olexandr Shovkovskiy. 

Gomez went close to turing in Joaquin’s 
cross and had an effort ruled out for offside, 
Mohamed Salah forced a save and Marcos 
Alonso rattled the crossbar with a vicious left- 
footed shot. And that was just the opening ten 


minutes. It has been Fiorentina’s failing all sea- 
son: translating their many chances into goals. 

The barrage continued, but as Dynamo 
Kyiv gradually came into it, showing some 
of the form that had seen them go seven 
games unbeaten before this evening, doubts 
must have crept in. Would Fiorentina be 
made to pay? How coach Montella, in his 
goal-getting pomp, would have relished 
some of these opportunities. 

No matter, just as the Ukrainian Premier- 
Liha leaders were gaining a tentative foot- 
hold, Lens was booked for simulation, his 


second yellow card. Three minutes later it 
went from bad to worse for Serhiy Rebrov’s 
men as Joaquin whipped in a venomous cen- 
tre that bounced just before Gomez, hitting 
the German’s knee and rolling into the far 
comer, They all count. 

Salah went up a gear after the restart, 
having an effort turned against the post by 
defender Danilo Silva early on, yet Fioren- 
tina could not quite find the goal that would 
have clinched it. Instead the prospect of an 
equaliser loomed ever larger until Vargas 
made sure at the death. 
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Canada will help Ukraine develop 
a better fighting force, says Bezan 


(UkrNews)—Canada’s decision to send 
200 military trainers to Ukraine will help 
turn a rag tag outfit into a viable fighting 
force and help prevent some of the self-in- 
flicted casualties that have occurred, says the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
National Defence. 

“If you think about the standard army... 
(ousted President Viktor) Yanukovych had 
allowed it to atrophy down to 5,000 mem- 
bers. For a population of 54 million, that’s 
ridiculous,” James Bezan, MP for Selkirk- 
Interlake told Ukrainian News in a telephone 
interview April 28. 

“So with all the volunteers and with these 
new recruits, many of them have never even 
received basic training. With the United 
States, Britain and ourselves, we are now 
able to take battalions from the front, give 
them a chance to rest, but really work with 
them in tactical unit training... which will go 
a long way to make them a better fighting 
force,” he added. 

When asked about supplying Ukraine with 
lethal defensive weapons, Bezan noted that 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatseniuk 
has made such a request, but said much de- 
pends upon what Canada’s allies will do. 

“We are considering all options, but his is 
something that I think Canada and her allies 
will want to move in concert on and J think as 
you are well aware s you look at the stance of 
the United States and Germany and France, 
right now is that they don’t want to provoke 
Putin, but at the same time I don’t think this 

greement is going to hold,” he said. 

trying to manage and balance 

ation amongst all allies and we 

haven’t taken anything off the table — І 

can tell you that. But decision, if not done 

at the NATO level, will be done in cooper- 

ation with the main players in Europe and 
the United States,” added Bezan. 

Asked whether Canada should take the 


OLN 


anew 


James Bezan, 


lead on defensive weapons as former Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney did in recognizing 
Ukraine three weeks before U. S. President 
George H. W. Bush followed suit, he said: 

“We're always prepared to lead in all as- 
pects, because not only is Ukraine important 
to us because of the contributions of Ukrainian 
Canadians to our great nation, but what’s hap- 
pening is an affront to democracy, it’s an af- 
front to the world order and we just can’t allow 
Putin and his cronies, kleptocrats, to go out 
there and unilaterally start redrawing bound- 
aries and trying to invade sovereign states.” 

Asked about banning Russia from the 
SWIFT banking system, as the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress has suggested, Bezan 
said that remains a possibility. 

“That’s something that I know we’re talk- 
ing about. A little more difficult because it’s 
a private system but it has been used in cases 
like Iran, so that is a possibility. It’s some- 
thing that is getting due consideration,” he 
told Ukrainian News. 
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